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Svty 
*Otfter" gvlotfier

Afreatry an a^ffit[t wfren I'was 6arn'

louvere starting afarodV al[yow owru

I cmne to ourJrarfrits we[f into tfieir mi^ddte age

Ifreir kv e t of entfrusinsm w as rw| fihrtr to gage.

! our ftrst- 6ofn fe[ from y our bre ast, er.$ I did t oo;

TnB cnances of tftis fta.gpentug wq3 very few.

tsut ftere we were vVinA wxn ei$at&r
It was tften you hecmtu ryry 

*oiQ4" ,nbtrtqr.

! ou u ere'w i,[ot' e d w fi .en y ou w er e tw enty's ome ;

As was thz ctstom tfwse days, youmove[ 6act' fr.ome

'Witfifour tittte 6oys'who t treatedas hrotficrs;

entryou"rny 610 1iste6.yww7re mry 
*otfrnr" motfrer.

^We grew ut an"dt went offto coffege;

louwere soyrottdof me; youtfrmgft I'dgainmath

Enowftdge.

lou hefue{ septrm+ off in tfie 6est,laU you couffi,

hwi,nS me sntffantrreruimfrng me of tfre nsfravtffs".

fnrougftmy Et,yearsyouwere ahuays tfiere;

^Wit h s ag e a"dv ice antr ferv ent Jrray ers

'Wfncfr fiefoef slptdiameq!dfr,tfrnt I fr4' :: .

for to you r uas iii,Ongeritqt anyoru's *Fit'.

"We camefulf citaQ,intfie fastfew yedrs,

D e afin6 w it h j oy s, s orr ott s, fteqf t ax fr 2s en{ te ar s.

Tfre two of us'can?ww gorwfartfrar'

tsut yauwi[laf"vays 6emry *otfier" motfier-

Josetta faye Oates ^Waffrer

,"Ba6y Jo" . ..

CRY FOR ME

Cry for me, but tears of joy for my eyes can weep no more.

Cry for me br I'm in H€aven sitting atJesus'feeL

Aren't you happy and excited? I have no wonies novrr.

I know all the answerc to all the questions that we talked about.

I've met our ancestols and our descendants.

I've met those ftiends I'd missed.

I've met the people we read about in the bible.

l've seen the galaxies and all the waters.

Don't cry tears of sorrow for words you did not say-

Don't oy tears of sadness for deeds you did not do.

Don't cry tears of regret for time's yoy did tne rwong.

Don't cry tears of worry for those I've left behind.

Knor that I'm still working to bring Glory to our God.

The work I did with you is paying off now.

The sacrifices we made are being reuarded nor.

The prayers we prayed together, I can help answer now.

The visions we talked about, I can assist in making a reality.

Cry for me, but tears of joy. l'm in a better place.

And live your life so lrou can see the Master face to face-,

Live your life so I can see you again. Live your life as you know

you should.

And don't be ashamed to cry for me, but please cry tears of joy!

Teblo
06-21:98



$o{s SyeciafArngef

Q od cattetr from.e an ang e [,
An angef name[tsernire;

lour "n,or6. is trCIne on eartfa
Come rest, youre now atyeace.

ffier e re ange(s aff ar ound us;
This mgefs a syecinfone;

Sfre's always tfi.ere to fiefu you;
for fi.er wwQ" is never done.

Sfie [oesn't make a ffiffirenre;
(owards anysne yuu see;

An anget [i6e none otfrer;
{frat's fr.ow everyonc sfiouWbe.

3{er fove, time, mtd6indness;
Is afways enougfi to sfi.are;

Wfwnyoutfrinrt.tfiat sfr.e's too 6ury;
.C.ooE arourtf, sfiB's afways tfiere.

Sfiz's Qots yrecious mgee
Qodgate to you an[m.e.;
rnanrt. Qodfor our angef,

A Sy eciaf Ang e t nrune d ts ernic e.

^We fove anfmiss yoq
Qwen

LwW\ fowwn as:
(Bernice, (Bern, *Iotfrcr, *Lanta, fola, fuLufi., LatrJ

(Brown, cBrg Sis, fwin, $ea, Qran[m, Qran graA

Q ran[motfier, Aunt (Bernice, ful.ama (Brawn, Sister
$rtwry $irt, *trs. (Brswn

I'll Be Your Mama

I've been urtadazn since we got "the callo.

The outpouring of love has been overwhelming.

I feel like I've crossed over into a secret society

of motherless children that no one can join until
it's their time.

Thinking of Mama now is peacefrrl and sad. I
know where she is and I'm glad about that
nevertheless I'll miss her so much.

The one thing I remember is the many times
I've heard her say ol'll Be Your Mamao when
kids in the community lost theirs.

And even to the kids who still have their
mothers, she was the "second mamao to so

many.

So who will be our Mama nowP That mother to
the motherless we've heard so much about.

And I hear God sayrng like she did so often -
"Ill Be Your Mama Now."

Teblo
06-2t-44



Obituary

Before she was born, her grandparents, Caleb andJulia
Ann Turner Geise, were dead- She was born in the home

of her paternal grandparents, Thomas Jefferson and
Susan Olivia Webster Oates to her parents William

McKinley and l-essie William Geise Oates on April 28,

1926. She was the first grandchild born in this very large
loving and excited family. She was loved, spoiled, and

had her way with her Daddfs siblings. Her parents soon
movedinto ahome of theirown and over a period of
years she became big sister to four brothers and rn'o

sisters. They all attended and became members of Zion
No. I M. B. Church in Barton, AL. She accepted Christ in

August of 1939. She aftended Barton Roosevelt
Elementary School and graduated Co-Valedictorian from

Cherokee High School in Cherokee, AL.

After graduation, she married Louis Herberr Darby and
they became parents of four sons: William Louis (Della)

of Athens, Al;Jefferson Spivak (Frances) of Rockford, IL;
Galon Drake (Loretta) of Dixon, IL; and Oates Bernard of
Athens, AL. After the unexpected death of her husband

in 1952, she remained single for7zyears. She then
married Thomas Edward Brown in Nov 1959, moved to

Athens, AL, andthey all joinedJames Chapel M.B.
Church. Througfo theirunion, they parented three

daughters: Teblo Bizet Brown Garrison (Stephan) of
Athens, AL; Kyra Deness Brown Pope (DarryI) of

Huntsville, AL; and Melody LaDawn Brown of Athens,
AL. From her seven loving children, she has 15

grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren.

While a member ofJames Chapel, she served as Church
Secretary, Choir Member, Missionary Society Secretary

and President, and helped in any way she could. She

sewed as Fresident of the Athens Homemakers Club for
many years and was a member of the Naomi Chapter of

the Order df the Eastern Star.

Her parents and three of her brothers preceded her in
death: William McKinley Oates,Jr.,John Henry Bolden
Oates, and Caleb Webster Oates. She is survived by her

husband, children, grandchildren [c great-grandchildren,
three siblings: Sallie Olivia Oates Pride of luka MS; Fllis

James Oates (Muty) of Sumter, SC;andJosetta Faye

Oates Walker (Louis) of Marietta, GA and a mukicude of
nieces, nephews, relatives, friends, and'adopted

children'.
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