
A Celebration of Lift
For

Thomas Sondeder Sr.

Sunrise
June l,I9l7

Sunset
July 1 1,2004

I hwe fought a goodfight; I have finished my course,

I have kept thefaith: Henceforth there is laid upfor me

A crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
Righteous judge shall give me at that day.

II Timothy 4:7-8

Thursday, July lS,20A4
11 AM

Little Elk Missionary Baptist Church
Athens' AL

Pastor Eugene English, ofliciating



I
Order of Service

Recessional



Obituary

Thomas Sanderfer Sr. was bornJune l,l9l7 in Limestone county to James Eddie
and Estella Thatch Sanderfer. He was united in holy matrimony to Eamestean Adams.
To this union twelve children were bom.

Thomas confessed hope in Christ at an early age and attended Mt. Zion
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Limestone County. He later joined Little Elk
Missionary Baptist Church where he served as a deacon and was recently honored for
being a mighty pruyer warrior.

Thomas, fondly called "Lil Bruh" was an avid farmer and hunter. After retiring
from construction work, he spent his summers planting gardens and providing fresh
vegetables for his family and neighbors. His love for the Lord was no secret; he shared
his testimony of receiving salvation on many occasions. Many Sunday mornings his
booming voice filled the sanctuary of Little Elk as he petitioned the throne of grace. He
knew that the fervent prayers of a righteous person had great power and results (James
5:16). He loved attending his home church and visiting others. Not only did he love
preachingbut he also loved good gospel singing. He never missed an opportunity to hear
his favorite gospel singer, Lee Williams, in concert. Once he put his hands to the plow,
he remained feithful even when his health began to fail. After battling a long-term
illness, he departed this life cn July 11,2004.

His parents, &ldie and Estella Sanderfer; his wife Earnestean; his brothers Leo,
James and Bennie Sanderfer; his sisterNancy Garttu his grandchildren Chad and Jarvis
Sanderfer and his sons in law Monte Johnson and Edward Jones preceded him in death.

He leaves to cherish his memory five sons, Thomas Jr. (Bernice), Robert (Violet)
and George (Loretta) Sanderferall of Athens, AL, Sam (Doris) Sanderfer of Nashville,
TN and Greg (Regina) Sanderfer of Springhill, TN; seven daughters, Martha Jones,
Earnestine (Leo) Williams, and Sharon Johnson all of Athens, AL, Maxine Jobe of
Harvest" AL, Evelyn (Leroy) Smith of Oak Padq MI, Beverly (Henry) Patrick of Maple
Heights, OH, and Bonita (Tim) Harkness of Charlotte, NC; three brothers, Daniel
Sanderfer of Clevelan{ OH, David(Charlotte) Sanderfer of Southfiel{ IdI and John
Lewis (Louise) of Chattanooga, TN; two sisters, EstellaHall of Chattanooga, TN and
Mary Koger of Detroi! MI; five sisters in law, Mary Sanderfer ofAthens, AL, Nancy
Sanderfer of Mansfiel{ OH, Bertha Garrett and Idell Sanderfer of Chattranooga, TN, and
EallerMcGhee ofMadisorU AL; one brother in lawGeorge Garttr; twenty-six
grandchildren, eighteen great-grandchildren, one great great-grandchild. He also leaves a
host of nephews, nieces, cousins, and friends. He leaves to treasure
many special memories his devoted friend Ms. Helen Cameron.
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">addg-

fhe rattLe o{ nts oL'whLte ChyroLettrwok,was vw;sLotn our eaYs,

or,tt stepped aTovtLt1 vwaw?

wdi4wawt toward the world,

fooused ow thiwgs above.

tw hLs Lwwch box, w0 fouwd Lwtew{wvrnLLt4, v'watew

bawawas, cracbevs awd cookies-

fil,s orders were en dLEsS: " Qet tlwe sovwe Lce wAter,' ?v*L off *A
shoes,"

" qet the covwb awd soratch rng head,' " qaL twrw thLs here ty'

fhe Less ows w eye il.d.wg z "ThLs Ls h ow gow chwvw b,a&er, 
"La 

v*
potatoes, sVLw a vabbLt'

ow aw4 gLVew svLvwvweY doA, he oov'Ld befov+wd v+vrd,er thebr.g

shade Vee shwori*g coyw, svrnTTLtrr4 beaws awd, waVLwg to the

vwlghb ors as theg passed

At wLght, he raw behLwd, hLs barWwg dogs huwrtr"wg for 7oss"t"u
awd'ooows

Ow Swwdat4 vworwt vt4s, haLr sLtckced back, a oLeaw shaVew faoe,

dressed Lw-a st'&t awd d.e; he wov&d lra!: o awr Father whLeh Ls

whLch avtLw WaVuw...Lord bLess vwg ohufi,w awd n*t4 chvt6.w's

D 0 AS, chLcdws, tuv4egs, clws, ?qs a wd chLLd,Yew: he Left' hLs 1ob ta

onnLe h ovwe to hts w ork . t+Ls qo d, favufLg avr'd f arw+ w ere hLs LLfe,

r+us LL{e w As' wh-rvt goo d.'



When I must leave youfor a little while,

Please do not grieve and shed many tears,

And hugyour sorrow to you through the years.

But start out bravely wtth a gollant smile:
Andfor my sake and in His name,

Live on and do all things the same-

Feed not your loneliness on empty days

But Jill each working hour in useful ways

Reach out your hand in comfort and cheer.

And it in turnwill comfort you and hold you near.

And never, never be afraid to die,

For on resurrection morn,
I'll be waitingfor You in the slE.

Flower Bearers
Granddaughters

Pallbearerc
Gran*ons

Intermcnt
Little Elk Church Cemetery

Snake Road
Athens, AL

Achnowledgements
Our hearts have been tiited by the outpouring of love and sympathy shown

during the passing of our love one. We thank youfor your calls, visits,

cards, flowers, other Services rendered, and most of all your prayers- May
God bless and keep you alwaYs.

Arrangements Entrust ed
To

People's Funeral Home
Tanner, AL


