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H
e w

as considered by prosecutors and defense law
yers to be one of

the m
ost astute judges to sit on the bench. A

lthough he w
as

som
etim

es referred to as "P
enitentiary P

enn" because he didn't
hesitate to hand dow

n jail tim
e w

hen w
arranted, he had a soft spot

for hardw
orking defendants w

ho struggled to m
aintain several

jobs to support them
selves and fam

ily. F
rom

 tim
e to tim

e P
enn

encountered a form
er defendant w

ho thanked him
 for his strict

sentencing and it pleased the Judge that he turned his life around.

In addition to his m
any civic-m

inded appointm
ents, 

board
m

em
berships, and affiliations, Judge P

enn faithfully served G
race

P
resbyterian C

hurch m
any years as an elder and advisor. H

e also
loved the arts and served as president of the T

oledo O
pera

A
ssociation and board m

em
ber of the T

oledo S
ym

phony. H
e

credits his teachers at T
rinity S

chool for cultivating his interest in
opera and classical m

usic at an early age. R
obert and M

ary loved
to travel m

aking annual trips to the S
hakespearean F

estival in
S

tratford, O
ntario, a m

em
orable trip to V

ienna, S
alzburg, and

Italy, and a once-in-a-lifetim
e pilgrim

age to Israel and the H
oly

Land in 2000.

Judge R
obert W

. P
enn passed aw

ay at the age of 93 on A
pril 30,

2015 hand-in-hand w
ith his daughter and caregivers at E

beid
H

ospice after succum
bing to C

O
P

D
.

T
hroughout his life, R

obert W
. P

enn valued education,
determ

ination, and excellence. H
e expected and instilled those

values in those close to him
. H

e encouraged his daughter, his
nieces and nephew

s, siblings, colleagues, and friends to further
their education and to alw

ays try their best. H
e w

as an active
m

em
ber of S

igm
a P

i P
hi (B

oule) F
raternity for m

any yearso and
loved to go fishing w

ith his daughter, brother, and friends. H
e

could be dem
anding, had an unw

avering 
sense of right and w

rong,
but he w

as w
ell-loved by m

anyo alw
ays ready to share a joke or

funny personal experience.

H
e leaves to cherish his m

em
ory his daughter, C

rystal W
. P

enn of
P

hiladelphia, P
A

, a source of great pride to him
. C

rystal holds
B

acheloros and M
aster's degrees from

 M
IT

 and has w
orked in

both the airline and pharm
aceutical industries. H

e is also
survived by his dearly loved siblings: H

attie W
all and C

harles
P

enn of H
untsville, A

L, P
aul @

elores) P
enn of T

oledo, and O
liver

(M
innie) P

enn of D
ay'ton, O

H
, several cousins, and m

any beloved
nieces and nephew

s, and a host of special friends, dedicated
caregivers and colleagues. IIe joins in eternal rest his cherished
w

ife of nearly 57 years, M
ary Louise C

ow
ell P

enn, w
ho died in

2011, parents R
osw

ell and N
ellie F

loy, and siblings R
osw

ell P
enn,

Jr., E
velyn M

artin, G
loria H

all, and N
ellie F

loy P
enn.
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"W
alk T

ogether C
hildren" and

"H
e's G

ot the W
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is H

ands"
both arranged by M

oses H
ogan (1957-2003)
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