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You can shed tears that she is gone

Or you can smile

because she has lived

You can close your eyes and pray that

she will come back

Or you can oPen Your eyes

and see all that she has left

Your heart can be emPty

because you can't see her

Or you can be frrll of
the love that You shared

You can turn your back on tomorrow
and live yesterdaY or You can

be happy for tomorrow
because ofYesterdaY

You can remember her

and only that she is gone

Or you can cherish her memory
and let it live on

You can cry and close Your mind,
be empty and turn Your back

Or you can do what
she would want: smile,

open Your eYes, Iove

and go on.

- Danid'Harkins

-Author unknown
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Lifo is but a stopping place,

A pouse in what's to be,

A resting place ohng tlte rond',

to sweet eterniry.

We all have different joameys,

Dffirent pnths along the wny,

We allwere rneont

to learn some tl,tings,

bat never rneant to sta'y...

Oar d.esti.nation is a place,

Fargrenter thnn we hnow.

For sorne tbe joamey's qaicher,

For sorne tbe joamey's sbw.

And,when the joumey f'nnlly end,s,

We'll cloirn ngreat rrward.,

And.f,nd. nn werlasting pea'ce,

Together wi.th the Lord
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Yo,

lln 
the presence of God, and, of ChristJaus,

who will judge the l,:wing and the dead,
and in view of his a,ppea,ring and. his hingdawr,

Igive you this cha,rge:2 preach the word.;
be prepwred. in sea,son and oott of season;

cowect, rebuhe and, encm,wage -witbgreat pati.mce and. careful instnoction.
3Fw 

the tirne witl corne when people

will not put ap with smnd dnctrine.
Instead, to suit their own desires,

they willgnther around them a.gredt
nurnber of teachers to sa! what
their itching ea.rc want ,o ,t{;^othv 
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CZf \e Pebereni S,attie &"t\ @:rr:hswas born to the late Elder

It I | , *Ur,"rn M. Burks, I, and Mrs. Louisiana Sandifer Burks on March lz,Ig3g,45,,y
and was the youngest of 14 children. On June 16,2OlZ, Mattie peacefully

ffansitioned from life on earth to a promised Eternal Life.

Mattiewas affectionatelycalled "Muh" byrelatives and friends. In 1991, she accepted the

call to ministry and delivered her first message in December of that year. She was active at

Hills Chapel Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America (CPCA), which has been the

home church for more than five generations of the Burks Family. At Hills Chapel CpCA,

she faithfully served as an ordained elder and as an associate minister. Additionally, she

served as treasurer for the Senior Missionary Society; and for numerous years, she was the

advisor for the Junior Missionary Society at Hills Chapel CPCA. In her ministry, she

regularly carried an encouraging message to senior citizens in Decatur, Alabama. During

the leadership transition at St. James CPCA, she ministered and extended pastoral care to

the congregation.

Mattie served in all courts of the CPCA. Within the Tennessee Valley presbytery and the

Alabama Synod courts, she served as a delegate to the Sunday School Convention and the

Missionary Society. At the highest court, the General Assembly, she served as a

commissioner representing the Tennessee Valley presbytery.
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After many years of serving as a Crossing Guard for the City of Decatur at Eastrvood

Elementary, Austinville Elementary, Somerville Road Elementary and Oak Park Middle

Schools, Mattie decided her time at that task was completed. Hobbies and interests over

her life varied; however, most notably, she enjoyed fishing (baiting the hook and

removing the fish with a hand towel), watching the Atlanta Braves, and being a

grandmother.

Cherishing her memory and recalling the life lessons she shared ate four childrenr

Ronald Burks (Daphane), Shelia Burks, Venet Strain Roberts (Kelvin), and Adrain Strain;

eleven grandchildren: 'lfilliam M. Burks, III, Keith Burks, Ebony Burla Henry (Jal<e),

Ametra Patterson Hudgins (limnLl\,Justin Strain, Michael Burla, Alexis Strain, JaShaun

Strain, Korian Roberts, Kaeden Roberts, and Keaton Roberts; and seven grea?

grandchildren: Alevya Banks, Kedric Roberson, Keith Burks, Atianna Hudgins, Micah

Henry, Jeremiah Strain and Peyton Burks.

Hailing from a family rich with love and support, Mattie is also remembered by one

brother, Edward Burks (Georsla) of Cleveland, Ohio; six sistersr Margaret Ruffin of

Westwego, Louisiana; Elove Johnston of Marrero, Louisiana; Nettie '!(/ynn and Ann

Edmonds of Decatur, Alabama; Doris Curry and Evelyn Robinson of Akron, Ohio; and

numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.
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MUSICAL PRELUDE

PROCESSIONAL Hilb Chapel CKA Choir

D.IVOCATION............ ..pastor Endia Scruggs
Pastm, Madkins Clwpel CFCA

THE SCRIPTURE

OLDTESTAMENT......... ......pastor MichaelJones
Pastar, St. James CPCA

NEWTESTAMENT.............. ...........Rerzerend Carol Franklin

PRAYER... ........Mr. Ronald Burks

SELECTION .... Hills Chapel Hills Chapel CpCA Choir

WORDS of ENCOURAGEMENT .........Mr. William M. Burks, III

SOLO ........Ms. Vanessa Edmonds

THE EULOGY ..............pastor Willie Cowan
Pastm,HilkClwpel CPCA

MORTICLAN Nelms Memorial Funeral Home

RECESSIONAL
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Irrty Cross
'Walter 

l:uckett

loella Davis
Vanessa Edmonds

Moniqrc Hobbs

t&"Ut-rr,r*
-Nephews-

Iohnny Cross

Wilson Cross

Eugene English

Andre Catcr

Katlq English

Renae Cross

Kanilla Brown
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-Nieces-

Francis Tate

]oanna Brown

St. /anres Cumberland Presbyrcrian

Church in America

Q*,Ar"rrr**f
$areldfun $.etnebrg

Decatur, Alabama

ggs

Final Anangements Entrusted
Nelms Memorial Funeral Home

'We cannat erae tlw sting of d.eath, but up can make it easizr..2501 cmichael Avenw NW-_ d*;il1.;.d;:iiii ltzi6s:s_eres
rvu u..nclmstncmorial.nct
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The Family of the Reaerend Mattie R. Burks wiihes to thank each of you for the haing
compassion thatyou haue shown durtng this tirne. It is indzed a btessing/ro* C"a. Tour kind
erplusions of lotte haae strengthened ourfaith" 

letped. 
us accept the thiigs zae could not change,

and reaffi.rmed thefact that others shared our his. We haai been bleied with prayers, cards,
uisits,_fuwers, telephone calls, contributions of .foo4 and. other gestures oyinoignyunus.
words can neaer erpress just how muchyortr rnean to us! God Bless i,ach of rou!
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A[y Mother kept oga.rd,en.

Aga.rd.en of the heart;
She pl.onted. oll thegood. things,

Thntgane rny kfe it's statt.

She twrued. rne to the swnsbine,

And. encowraged rne to d.rearn:

F ostering and. nwrtwring
The seed.s of self-esteern.

And.when tbe windt nnd. rains ca.Fne,

She protected, rne enowgh;

But not too rnuch, slte hnew Id, need.

To stand. ap strong nnd tough.

IIer constnnt good, exnrnph,
Always twtght rne right frow, wrong;

Mnrkers for rny potbway
To last rny whole kfe long.

I nrn rny Mother'sga,rd.en,

I nw her legacy.

And.I hope tod.ny she feels the lwe,
Reflected back frorn rne.

-Unknown




