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Hon. R. H. lYalker,

January 15th, 1956.

Athens, Alabama.

Dear Mr' walker:- 
P ER s o N A L.

Flrst, , "r"offi how greatly r appre-
clated youl Christmas geetlngs. It was nlce to know tbat you
were thlnklng about rne at this tfine of the year, and lt ls need-
less to say that I sincerely hope tbat the lTew Year wlII have ln
store for you much happlness and prosperlty.

I recelved thls evenlng a copy of your very excellent
editorlal in The Llmestone Democrat headed nAn Unwlse Pxoposltlontr.

I thoroughly agree with you that a very serious mistalce
was nade when some of the members of the State Democratlc Executlve
Commlttee undertook to take aleay from the people the rlght to elect
thelr own delegates to the Natlonal Conventlon. I am strlctly anprimary mann ancl do not belor€ to the old iconventlon systemn
which our frlend, Ed Pettus, and some others inslst is the only
correct scheme of governrnent.

I am golng to be 1n Montgomery on Saturday and do what
I can to have tbe State Commlttee reselnd the actlon whlcb was
taken by lt on November l3th. Llke your I thLnk lt would add
prestlge to the Alabana delegatlon to the Natlonal Conventlon to
have our Governor and two Unlted lttates Senators as members of
thls delegatlon, but they ought to get on the delegatlon by elec-
tlon by the people and not by appolntment of a minorlty, or even
by the entlre, membershlp of the State Deraocratlc Executlve Com-
mlttee.

Just confldentlally, I doubt lf there are enough
rnembers of the state Executlve Comnlttee who are absolutely
independent to talae tte necessary actlon to resclnd the action
taken on Novem,ber r3th. r tlonrt belleve the c@nlttee ls golng
to try to go any further 1n nulng clelegates to the Natlona1
conventlon, but what the commlttee should d.o ls to resclnd the
action already taken and let the people elect all of the delegatesto the Natlorar conventlon. The way this thirlg was put over was
most dlsgustlng. Members who were thou6frt to be rrunder controln
were notlfled of what was golng to be pulled off, whlre most of
us llvi.ng a far way from Montgomery had no inkllng of what was
golng oI1. I rather feel like klcklng myself when I d1d not trave
sense enougb to nsmell a mousen when I got notice that a meetlngof the State Erecutlve Conrnlttee was belng called at Montgomery
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for the puryose of nomlnatlng some relaesentatlves 1n the legis-
lature from one or treo eountles. 0rdinarlly tn such matters,
a mall ballot ls taken and the State Cmnlttee nearLy always
adopts the recommendatlon of the Iocal County Democratlo Executlve
Connl ttee , or, at t1re s, the Sta te C mmlttee reque sts tha t the
members of the State Commlttee from the Conglesslonal Dlstrlct ln
which the County ln questlon is locatecl make suggestlons for such
vacancles. There ls no sense ln asklng rne to rlde all night to
Montgonrcry and spend a day there and then spend the next nlght
ridlng on a pullman beck to Moblle to vote on who should go to tbe
Iegislature from Geneva or Marshsll Countles. My acqualntance
ln these counties ls not sufflclent to rnake my reconmendatlons
of sny value. Consequently, f am sure you rc1Il agree wlth me
when I state to you that I am good and sore over the fact that I
was so rd.unbn as not to reallze thgt rrsomething was up't wfpn Igot the very unusual aotlce of the November l-gth meetlng.

The whole thing ls Just unparclonabLe and there is no
reason why tn the FalI of L935 any ilelegate shoulcl be namecl to a
party sonventlon to be held the follovlng Sumner, the date for
whlch had not even been set.

WeII, there ls no use enlarglng on the subJect, but
I dontt approve of any of thls sort of busLness, and tlle thlng
that I more heartlly dlsapprove of ls the way that yourfrlend
Graves ancl some of h1s crowd are puttlng pressure to bear oa
members of the Cornmlttee to keep them 1n llne and have them to
refuse to resclnd the aotion taken on November 13th. In the
strlctest confldence, some of the stunts that tbey have Bulledoff along thls llne by the g1vlng of Jobs, the lettlng of con-
tracts, and pressure of varlous klnds, ls really nothing short of
nauseatlng to any mn who belleves ln a real democracy. Sone-
t1ne, f w1ll teII you ln conflclence of sorne of the stunts whlch
have been pul}ed.

I donrt thlnk that there are enough of us who w111
vote to resclnd thls actlou to caruy our polnt. My best Ju@meat1s that the Cmnl ttee ls gotng to refuse to permi t the people of
the State to elect tb.eir clelegates at large to the Natlonal Conven-tion. However, I have no pensonal f,eeling ln the matter and lf
the maJorlty of the Comrnlttee rlshes to take this actlon, that ls
thelr prlvllege. I constder 1t very unwlse and very 1Il-advlsed,
and, of course, when f am tryLng to d.o wbat I thlnk ought to be
done, 1t ls entlrel;r lmrnaterial to me whether I am successful or
not , and the satlsfactton f get out of votlng for and fightlng
for what I thlnk is rlght ls much more pleasant to me than to go
along and take the l1ne of least resistanoe.

I how you w111 treat thls letter as confldentlal, and
whlle I appreclate the more or less delicate posltlon you are ln
as bpeaker of the House, yet I know tha t down ln your heart you
will agree wlth every word I am saying.
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By the Eayr you mlght be lnterestedl in readlng the
enclosed cJ.1pp1ng of an edltorlaL which I noted ln the Moblle
Reglster of this Inornlng and also the enclosed cllpplng of an
edltorla1 whlch appeared 1n the Moblle Press of this afternoon.
The people down our way are very much aroused over thls usurBa-
tlon of power, and al} three membere of the State ConrnLttee from
Ivlobller - Sam Johnston, Camoll Prlnce anil myself , - are golng to
be on hand on January lgth to try to undo sone of the damage whlch
wo feel is belng done our Party by some of the thoughtl.ose rnertr-
bers of the Conmlttee who are backed. up and urged. to go forward
by the Governor and sone of hls staunehest frlends.

Wlth klndest regar{s and all good wlshes, f am,

Slncerely yours,

GlM-R

EncIo sur€8o


