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"HowGreatThou Art"

......John 1a:1 *7 (K.lV)

Sanctuary Choir

"l Come To The Garden Alone"

1,;1,,t*

Honorable James F. Holderman, Chief Judge for the United States District Court for the Northern District of lllinois

Honorable Blanche Manning, Judge Unite-d States District Court for the Northern District of lllinois
Honorable Charles Freeman, Justiie lllinois Supreme Court;Chief Justice 1997-2AA0

"The Lord Qt',i flats 1rout1ifi Me"

3,,;t utn,

Honorable Michael B. Hyman, Judge Circuit Court of Caok County
Cheryl Marshall Washinlton, Retired Principal, Chicaqo Public Schotrls
Dwain Kyles, Entrepreneur
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'AllNight, AilDtty'
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olnrt Sugnnn pinrLrrn was born iune 28, 1925,in

Chicago, lllinois, the second son and youngest child of the union

of William Hugh Pincham and Hazel (Foote) Pincham. His parents

divorced when he was six months old and he and his I 1-months-

older brother, William Hugh, returned to his mother's ancestral home in Athens,

Limestone County, Alabama.There he was reared in an extended Christian family

that confronted, defied and eventually flourished in the face of poverty, racism

and segregation.

R. Eugene Pincham attended Athens, Alabama's

Trinity High School. Trinity was founded in l866 by a

New England abolitionist organization, the American

Missionary Association of the Congregational

Church (UCC) of New England. Trinity School was

located on a fort built by Yankee soldiers during the

Civil War. There were no public schools for Blacks

above the sixth grade in Athens, Limestone County,

Alabama until 1975 when Alabama schools were

finally desegregated pursuant to, and more than

twenty years after, the United States Supreme Court

decision in Brown vs. Br:ard of Education. His teachers were ardently committed

to providing; the Black community with a first-rate grammar and high school

education arrd academic experience. The all white faculty was extremely

competent, cledicatecl, highly motivated and sincere. He counted many of them

and their lamilies as lifelong iiierrcls.

R. [r-rqene Pinchanr gr;rduaterJ frorn Trinity in 194]. He left Alabama for Chicagos

Southside YMCA witir several chilclhood friends, including his cousin Charles Eric

Lincoln, wlro later be.came DFarr ol'tlre School ofTheology at Duke University.
'logether, 

they becarne the first African Americans to be employed at Childrens

Memorral Hospital, where the.y were confined to custodi rl duties in the basemenl

4 I lJ. i",,,,,,,,, /,);,,,t,,,,,,



R. Eugene Pincham then enrolled at Lemoyne College i,rn HBCU of the United

Church of Christ) in Memphis, from which he was sooo €'xl)t'lled f irr a litany of

infractions including "unacceptable conduct'and "poor academicsi an event he

often described as a turning point in his life. ln 1944, he enrolled atTennessee

State University where he was initiated into the bond of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity

and served as the Tennessee State Alpha Theta Chapter

Polemarch (President) from 1945 through 1947. While

attending Tennessee State he met the love of his life, Alzata

Cudalia Henry.

After graduating from Tennessee State Univer sity in 1947,

R. Eugene Pincham enrolled at the Northwestern University

School of Law after having been accepted at Stanford,

Harvard, Yale, the Universi-ty of Chicago, and others. He

chose to enroll at Northwestern in part because Chicago

was a direct freight train route over the L&N Railroad line

from his hometown in Athens. He had learned the art of

hopping freight trains while enrolled atTennessee State

University which allowed him to get back and forth from

home.

Cn August 31,1948, R. Eugene Pincham and Alzata were

married for life at Louisville,Tennessee in the living room of

her Smokey Mountain family farm house. They returned to Chicago and lived in a

small apartment in his fathers Englewood neighborhood buildinq, Alzata tauglit

in Chicago Public Schools while R. Eugene frnished law school and started h js

law practice. Three children were born into this blessecl union: Robert'rScooter"

Er-rgene Pincham, Jr., Andrea "Sandy" Michelle Pinchan-r, and James'lim" Frederick

Plncham.

n order to finance his law schooleducation, R. Iugene worked

lumerous manual labor jobs as a shoe-shine "boyl'rest;lLrrant

waiter at the Empire Room in the Palmer House Hotel, and as a

)ullman Porter on the Santa Fe Railroad Super Chief Chicago to

-os Angeles luxury train.

ie graduated Northwestern University Sclrool of Law in I95 l,

:he orrly Africarr Arle'ric.lrr in his clas'; anil a law scltor:lnr,rtr. of

larolrI\A/.r:,r irtq;tor.r, t-i'ricaqo's futLrre first Black Mayor.

th
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R. Eugene Pincham then began his illustrious career as a trial and appellate lawyer'

community leader, trial judge and appellate court justice starting under the

tutelage of his mentor, Attorney Joseph E. Clayton, Jr. He was the founding partner

in the Law firm Evins, Pincham, Fowlkes, Strayhorn and Cooper' He tried thousands

of cases across the United States, many of which were pro bono (without fee),

and appealed hundreds of cases before the lllinois Appellate Court, the Supreme

Court of lllinois and the United States Supreme Court'

R. Eugene Pincham returned to the Deep South and became a stalwart advocate

of the disenfranchised during the civil Rights Movement. His trialtactics and

strateqies became legendarY.

ln 1976,R. Eugene Pincham was elected Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook

County. He served until 1984 and was then elected Justice of the lllinois Appellate

Court, where he set an unprecedented record of writing dissenting opinions

against racism and injustices in the legal system. Many of his dissents have now

been adopted as law. He was elected the first

African American President of the Northwestern

i University School of Law Alumni Association'
l

, R. Eugene Pincham was criticized after giving

, a speech advocating the election of his
i

t Northwestern University Law School mate, Harold

Washington, to the office of Mayor of Chicago' The

i tllinois Supreme Court eventually conceded that
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elected public officials, including judge,s, hav€ ., ,-,J,rstitLrtionally prot,:cted right

guaranteed by the Fir:t Amendment r.) the Urriter,i States Constitution io free

political speech in political c rmpaigns.

R. Eugene Pincham continued to expand the political reach of the under-

represented in Chicago by registering thousands of new voters when he ran

as a candidate for Cook County Board President, Mayor of Chicago and Cook

County State's Attorne, He lectured and taught at Harvard, Notre Dame,

DePaul, Loyola, Arizona, Northwestern, Hawaiiand many trther law schools

and colleges. He defended wrongfully accused police offi,-ers, and those

wrongfully accused by the police. His sense of justice and fairness was

immutable.

R. Eugene Pincham was a lifetime member of the NAACB the American

Civil Liberties Unlon, the Amistad Foundation Committee, the National

Association of Trial Attorneys, the Notre Dame University Legal Aid and

Defender Association, the Cook County Bar Association, the Center

for Justice, the National Urban League, the Northwestern University

School of Law Alumni Association and many other civic and community

orqa n izations.
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ln 
.l987, 

R. Eugene pincham became an unashamedly Black and unapologeticaliy

Christian member ofTrinity United Church or'Christ'

R. Eugene Pincham transitioned to join his beloved wife, Alzata and his ancestors

in 6od,s Almighty Kingdom on April 3, 2008, leaving in legacy his children, Robert

,,Scooter,,Eugene, Jr., Andrea 
,Sandy,,Michelle (Robert), and James,]im,,Frederick

Pincham;grandchildren,EvanEugenePinchamandChristinaAlexandriaPincham'

and numerous relatives, colleagues and friends'

judge Pincham was a doer. He often proclaimed his duty to vote and encouraged

others to regrster and vote. lndeed, he last voted in the February 5, 2008 primary

election from his own hospital bed in a wheelchair'

ln honor of R. Eugene Pincham, the Pincham family has provided voter registration

facilities outstde this sacred place. Registering to vote is a free, simple three minute

process.lf you are a citizen of the United States and will be at least eighteen years

old by November 4,2008,you are eligible to register to Vote. lf you can,t read, you

can register to Vote. lf you are a convicted felon, you can register to vote. The only

necessary identification is a driver's license, state identifiCation card or the last four

digits of your social security number to register to vote. lf you are not registered to

vote, please do so today in honor of R' Euqene Prncham'
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Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Life Membership, October 19,1972

Outstanding Judicial Leadership in Prornoting Justice for All People, Human Resource Developmenl

rristitute, lnc. (HRDI), April 12. 1985

Personal Commitment to Social Justice and Equality and Dedicated Service to the Community and

Youth, Beatrice Caffrey Youth Service. lnc., November 1 7. 1 985

AchievementAward for Devotion and Contribution to the Field of Law,The Chicago AlumniChapter of

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, lnc., April 19, 1986

The Highest Achievement Award for Humanitarian Service,Tennessee State Universlty, May 3, 1986

Floyd G, Sealy Award, National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executirres (NOBLE). June 30, 1988

Friend and Advisor of the Notre Dame Law School Legal Aid and Defender Association, Notre Dame Legal

Aid and Defender Association.

Hall of Fame, Cook County Bar Association,1997

HonorableJim R. Carrigan Fellow,The National lnstitute forTrial Advocacy, June28,1997

Nancy B. Jefferson Award for Distinguished Community Service: Atty. R. Eugene Pincham and Mrs.

Alzata Pincham, Midwest Community Council, October 24,1998

Kappa Man of Distinction, Chicago Alumni Hcst of Ptovinre ?000, April l4' ?000

Distinguished Community Service, The lillfitlrte fr:r Sacial Ju:tite, lnc., April 16, 2000

Richard E.Westbrook Award, Cook Corrnty Bar A:sociatiott. Junc' -?-1, 1000

Lifetime Achievement Award, Trirrity Urriteci Church of fhrist LeEal Lounselinq Ministry, Jr-)01 judqes Day

John Quincy Adams AwardlAmistad Freedom Award, Amistad ,4.merica, .'n'r-rgr-tst l'1" "100-\

Civil Rights Aurard, DuSable Museum of African American History, l.lhicaqo African American Histoty

Makert February 21, 2OO4

Celebration R Eugene Pinchamt Achievement5 Athelsilr re t-r-xlqe Nr-r. 7 I . Arttrtr.rl fula:orrir Banquet, March 19, 2005

Community Recognition Award, NAACP Freedorn Fund, 5eptember 30. 2005

Outstanding Professionalism in the Adjudication of the Law, The Black La\er 5t\rderlt! Arsr:ciation of DePaul

University ColleQe . ,i Law, Marrh 31, 2006 *'

Earl Burrus Dickerson Award, {-hicagi: B,lt A:sucialk-rn, April 4, ?006

The Elmer 6ertz Award, lllinai: State 8ar Associal.iort, Dscernber 1 l, 2001

ln Appreciation of Your Love and Support, Triniti; Unired fhurch of Christ Can-Cer-Vive Ministry, 200/
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Serclets Irom the l3thjuror
8y R. Eugene Pincham

' 
r\\ l r ) ( i'1 )is-r':{lull itxt:"['lt (] liilfi iiis il rti ll tl) s;rntt in cvilry rr(lll I t

r rrrtril I hlrr, l!\,n ilt r)\'r'r lhr'1.)ilsl l1{} il)trs \*}ll.1lrst ofrll.
\',ir iltust )!rrrgnizr lhat I;trv sIltorrl iln(l \1)ut laH rlegrar;rtllt||(.r!'ljlllqll.orllril\nbrlt'

',,'ul h!\ lir"{'nsl itl,r,rrtrrlr'a fixil oltrnr. \irtr frrgitr to thilrk thirt
\,1!!tl, llx"illlili'1,'.,1 Ir,tsr)nilIlhr,flrttflrrrII lhillswllitlv{,ullilu
lr,,d.*.rttttl\('jiLlir!\'rlrjtr(r,tlirtij\(,1 i'iPlitrrh!'rrri;tlt;tlirtrrll;rrr,
it,)l l;tu)'fr'\.

,iltlrl s Li(t ltt)t it;tii,tt llr*' lt
,, rrst,.,ltrrrrt's ;trr, lit! Irlrlrlr'
.r's lilll Lluly itrl! ilso lhe stnlt r

r,$t l).oilll' in lltil tr)llflIlxrtIt, iIt-

' litrljrt$ thejurlgr. I'rt'irrprr l
irr,!tr. so I kn{itv i\'hiri l'rn iirlkiii;;
.rl,'rrtl.

.iutrrrs lit tir Illl ir,ir bl<'lirrs+,
.,,,' l.ll,'itrs ilrr irlt'tl !ll;rl thil*r';ir!
tir,, plopk' rlltl $r: rfr)ili{l [.1]'
.rpi'rr ro riislrtinsr; jttstja.. \\ro trusl
!ln'nr: tl ust thrir inlrlliglnct':
!r u)rl tireir intogrit!': rtill ttust
riir,Lr rr istk:nt. l'\'{'ltsll n(\l thilt J
l;il\ \ fr' t ilnlt{rl oulsnlilr'l I ltoln
. I ' rll l rl,t tl S') l)t'lr'{.1!{.\r,lI
., ll.rs lrirr,; lhl Ijlthlllrl)f,

lii,n l l)a's() iil lr)!l;lnt thatyou
i,r' rrrrivillirrq lt r:riliiltrri yortru0lli
lrr i'rt'r)' t trsr. 1".,0 r.*,L tt icrl, I'vr-.
t r rl irllr(xl rrrvsrlll Whrrt did t do
tr rrrrtll':' rvVltirt rlirl I rhr riglrt? ilon't
]ii sr,:ilrr)ilirnI Iil;rt v{)It tltink tlrat
j. ,l \1. rIrnr' it itll t i{ltt.'l'll['ro llits
r. "t lr', tr., lr.ti,, t,.tr'ssr'\ilpll
,r.rliitrl lt (t('i,sn l "\isl.I llr\'(' rn'!{r' \rirlkrrl irrto;r
.-r!r-lt iXrt!l t{r Ir'\ iI r';lsc i)f l()
i,::i.; i,I;lillit)(.il \\ ilrr.Ss Willloill

Iii il lr'\'ing nlr eir:,{'rtt l)ur}}.} w}l})
irr',' rviti'. -Shr, is lril il lit$tcf nll{l
ll,ri 'rtr Ittltttllttfi'ol litxrrl e0ttt
i:I|| i(rt1sr'. sl!'$:r-{ fili$r{ oll a
:.ifril r)tl tlu l:ilsi'li]nnes$er:
l,'iii'r il lllnlltr]- git{ . ard I tr3
rri, r'i!ji. air)ss.oxniuiilati{trr.
rilfr'! l !-\iilnillati{,0 illl Lrl it witll
lir'r: lf I ("llil't collvinc{. her it'the
rii.;l!i\'i)l Ulycil0sr, l'ttr *l'tpitrg
\'. illr llor'fvtrv night hrxv ant {

rj,\iilg f(, c{)nvinrxr a jtrt v rvhiclr
ri,x'sn t krn)w nt|:"I'irlk tr, !r)ul
rrriil{', iirlk lo tho tilbdl ivnr. tnlk t('
rl,i, rl(!)rilliln. iall{ l(, lllr clfrk in
Ii,r'rttltr. r\:il( llratn: llo$ rkl,s
ir, , rrrrtttrl trr t rrrr'l

I ir,r,.i'rrrr s i,i,, ililr't0 r!rutl
j.,.,ill rtn, \,![tr,[ ['nr lt r ittg;t r:irl' I

... ,. liljrt rlr'.'r.lrt;l titttl ltrrrrr.t.
r!,'[ . tIr llrrrl, blll I itiil'l thitt l)i!i
Lrrru' Shr, riill erilirlrr.r []r,wlx'n
\!i. lr{t,{q. lvlt{,il $1r g0 oIt ln thO
i. rll thl rln'srr'l lr,ll n!. h()\\'
rilltr'l1.ril{r Irrr',r rtto hr:lrttsr I

f.||).\'Iltirt irllf i(lt lnsf{'ir(1, shrf

'.'il{ ntr\ lxiw I lrril ttri,.sitrg rtp,
( rlss+x;trttin.rtiuli ir lllr, i'ru\

r;l r'rrrrt cirse.'l lti! il \\'iritjurilt's
rr,;rllt irrtrrr' to lhr, ti1)ilt i)l'lh{}it'

:r'irts.'l'ltis is wllrn lll{r} are bBing
lrlltil taine(i.'l'his is whtn they
;r1t l{n)kin* t.l scc wltari's gotting
r.{ti(ly to haluerl. Y)u mllsi sp{}.tk
lr'udll" r\tough ilrl(l rlt'uly enottgh
liir th{! iul\)ls !o hclr':frxr. I krntt
thi$ s.'tur{ls ri(lirriilous, but l, ir1 5l
y{ra$ al ih{,'bru, hav{i nevet seen
or hcarri ol ajurrrr llising his or
irr.r'lr;rtrrl;rrlrl Jiu llrLl I riur't Ilpdll
Ard you knorv thilt irl rll thftl
time tlrlrl h;ril tr) havo b{rt}tl sotrxl
llurr s wh(' rli(ln t 11r';rl rvlral rr tr
$oin|.1 {)n. 'l'lrr\' \r,ill not lr.ll to[
thrv r';Ur't hPar .thoJ $,ill jusl sit
balh;rnrl s;r1 lho hcll with tvllxt
!1)n rl s2lying. Antl thoy Lrtltaitrly
r';rn l rlrtith.t0 ilIt1\'\\'itll \1)u rl
tlrr:1 r'arr'l lrmr yotr.

l)on't irssrullo lM jLrrom know
11)rlr cas{!.'l'hat's an r:gregi0tts
mistilk{! llut nrost la$,ycLs ttt:tku.
You luvo li$d wilh yrxu' case lirr
tlvo ylafs, tlrtrre yettrs, lottt'
t'rars ]ou vr g0l il lilo lx':\ its
higlr trs lh1'ju(lg!'s lfrx'h. Yoll'v(,
bult plitl bi,rrtrlilitlly: ]()tr sk lrt
willt lhrs.ils(: fitrt krlr* viiut'
c;rst: ilr ntrd oul, ttp rnd tlorrn,
rrr'*r'itnrl utrrltf. lluf thr' illfrn's
tlur'i. Yrrrr tnrtst assunlf lhat tho!
rl(nr'l linuw vou (:ilso ilnfl lr)il
rrrust nrakr,.sun' irr yrruL rok. ;rs
the 13th irurl' -th:ri they conrl'to
lin{}rv lhc (ra$o il$ wtli ls you
r!i.\brr rrrrrst rlonrinato. I wa$ it
nrnning h:rck hr higlr schrx)l l?)ot.
l)a.ll- I {,'i}s lloi).t ill it i{}. 'l'lrr.
grrittcst assel {)f a runnillg l)ilrk
ill lix)tball is thc rflrrrrurt of sur
l)rise. Wlrnt th{l ilug}rt nrc al}.
plil\l in lili nnd iJl thr: flxlrlr()o[l:
$tcn ntv opgrnfnt stops Dtr'or
trrilkrs iln obj(:tir)n. I ilnr g(!lling
it lrirn nn(l I'nr (loirg rvhat I !v[nl
lD lx' lloinli. So wherr lur hcaL lrrr
objf\{ ton, (lon't tj('l sr:iuul an(l
nul r.mdor lll( talllr. I hrrorv rvlrrn
I horr an rrbjfflioil, i got nr\,(,ppo.
[cr)l no$'. ['nl lllIiing Ililn. !Vlry?
llr's objlrting. S{) r:(nrtinu{! ti) {l)
iust whal yo['t'(! (l(,irlg. \'ou rl(, il
11'spoctlillh: l)u tttit rlkxl, art ,rtr.
ji{:tion r)r thn rrrlirrg ott an ob.
joLti(tr1 lo doicl l{rrtr {::vur}inirti.)li.

'l'he pu'1rusc t{' cross"crlunir r

ilrg a tvilness is rl{)t to sr{,h in-
lilrmirl lon. Ytru anr nOt seking
lnli)ruation on cruss-r"ramirla.

Trhunf irlc phototry (:hu:l ilv,nr!

R. EUGENE PINCHAiI:
19?5.200t]

R. Errgene Pinch.:rr. wlro rlrfrl
'Ihursday. wes a pronirortrru rlirrr..rrr
Anrerican lawy€r and cilrrnproil of
uilpopular causes. Hrs colortUl
orator y. which drow oil porsorlill
l)istory, rnfide hrnr;l lclcrirl iD (;l1l

cago courthoils0s. Titrs rs,lr!\
cerpt front Yo!tr Wrtili1:;r: l.o"iso|.i
oil Cross-[xtrnrr]itiior) in(i Lrk-, fronl
Great Chrca!{o frrrl Lrvryers Titr:
book goes on sale Moil(iay ni

::*r"l::* 
t*'n""u "l':

tion. You'I.e givilrg inlirrntat:rrr,
It * tlrc rlrFsllrn lhirl i imfxrrtiiltl,
not tlte answsx .\lrd lou ftllr tlrt
lrerton giving thc inlorrnRtiOn.
You'.rrdibility is al stakp. You
r[ilst b{ honorabk: ftri{l hr)nest i|
Ll<thtg il.

()nc 0f lltr, tx{ttiir,9 ol 1l1r' Jrrrr.
lirssion llrrt I take wilii mr rurl I

tdlrvory law-\l'r is thir: 'l'llo sys-
telll rvotlis h1:tlls0 0flltvttrs. ll
works b(rirusr r)l irdvrx aer: ll
rvot ks bs;ausr larvyers !rrr l
lought alxl rtfllggh\t trj r li.rrtl'
in.iustices. lochengf rltr, \ri,r\,' t,\
righl. 'lhal stl tlggl' ii ir ( r, t l r r r l

ing sll ugglo. l,itNv(tt s l\it\1r l,:rl
th{: (!uraB{' trrstarll rrp irrrri r;rr

this isn't fighl anrl we'rt goirl{ tp
chango it. I lir.l l'v0 hxrn privi
lcged, honot'ttl lrr *() lr) larv school.
'l'ho sy,gt{rn is go,xl. Il s up to y{tr|
t0 mako it [x.tllr: lr; l& an arl
vocute, tr, $tiirxl up lix ihdl which
is liglrt, chango that which is
wrnng, end mekt| it tvort.

I0 U( i-,,,t,.,,, It,,,t,,,,,,
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