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Honorable James F. Holderman, Chief Judge for the United States District Court for the Northern District of lllinois
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Honorable Charles Freeman, Justice lllinois Supreme Court; Chief Justice 1997-2000
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Honorable Michael B. Hyman, Judge Circuit Court of Cook County
Cheryl Marshall Washington, Retired Principal, Chicago Public Schouols
Dwain Kyles, Entrepreneur
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oéer’f gugene /Oinc/wtm was born June 28, 1925, in

Chicago, lllinois, the second son and youngest child of the union

of William Hugh Pincham and Hazel (Foote) Pincham. His parents

divorced when he was six months old and he and his 11-months-
older brother, William Hugh, returned to his mother’s ancestral home in Athens,
Limestone County, Alabama. There he was reared in an extended Christian family
that confronted, defied and eventually flourished in the face of poverty, racism

and segregation.

R. Eugene Pincham attended Athens, Alabama'’s
Trinity High School. Trinity was founded in 1866 by a

~ New England abolitionist organization, the American
Missionary Association of the Congregational
Church (UCC) of New England. Trinity School was

~ located on a fort built by Yankee soldiers during the

- Civil War. There were no public schools for Blacks

~ above the sixth grade in Athens, Limestone County,

 Alabama until 1975 when Alabama schools were

~ finally desegregated pursuant to, and more than

| twenty years after, the United States Supreme Court

T

decision in Brown vs. Board of Education. His teachers were ardently committed
to providing the Black community with a first-rate grammar and high school
education and academic experience. The all white faculty was extremely
competent, dedicated, highly motivated and sincere. He counted many of them

and their families as lifelong friends.

R. Eugene Pincham graduated from Trinity in 1941. He left Alabama for Chicago’s
Southside YMCA with several childhood friends, including his cousin Charles Eric
Lincoln, who later became DBan of the School of Theology at Duke University.
logether, they became the first African Americans to be employed at Children’s
Memorial Hospital, where they were confined to custodial duties in the basement



R. Eugene Pincham then enrolled at Lemoyne College (1 HBCU of the United
Church of Christ) in Memphis, from which he was soon expelled for a litany of
infractions including “unacceptable conduct”and “poor academics,an event he
often described as a turning point in his life. In 1944, he enrolled at Tennessee
State University where he was initiated into the bond of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
and served as the Tennessee State Alpha Theta Chapter
Polemarch (President) from 1945 through 1947. While
attending Tennessee State he met the love of his life, Alzata

Cudalia Henry.

After graduating from Tennessee State University in 1947,
R. Eugene Pincham enrolled at the Northwestern University
School of Law after having been accepted at Stanford,
Harvard, Yale, the University of Chicago, and others. He
chose to enroll at Northwestern in part because Chicago
was a direct freight train route over the L&N Railroad line
from his hometown in Athens. He had learned the art of
hopping freight trains while enrolled at Tennessee State
University which allowed him to get back and forth from

home.

On August 31, 1948, R. Eugene Pincham and Alzata were
married for life at Louisville, Tennessee in the living room of
her Smokey Mountain family farm house. They returned to Chicago and lived in a
small apartment in his father's Englewood neighborhood building. Alzata taught
in Chicago Public Schools while R. Eugene finished law school and started his
aw practice. Three children were born into this blessed union: Robert “Scooter”
Fugene Pincham, Jr, Andrea “Sandy” Michelle Pincham, and James "Jim" Frederick

Pincham.

n order to finance his law school education, R. Eugene worked
wumerous manual labor jobs as a shoe-shine “boy," restaurant

waiter at the Empire Room in the Palmer House Hotel, and as a
2uliman Porter on the Santa Fe Railroad Super Chief Chicago to

_0s Angeles luxury train.

He graduated Northwestern University School of Law in 1951,
he only African American in his class and a law schoolmate of

farold Washington, Chicago's future first Black Mayor.
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R. Eugene Pincham then began his illustrious career as a trial and appellate lawyer,
community leader, trial judge and appellate court justice starting under the
tutelage of his mentor, Attorney Joseph E. Clayton, Jr. He was the founding partner
in the Law firm Evins, Pincham, Fowlkes, Strayhorn and Cooper. He tried thousands
of cases across the United States, many of which were pro bono (without fee),

and appealed hundreds of cases before the lllinois Appellate Court, the Supreme
Court of lllinois and the United States Supreme Court.

R. Eugene Pincham returned to the Deep South and became a stalwart advocate
of the disenfranchised during the Civil Rights Movement. His trial tactics and

strategies became legendary.

In 1976, R. Eugene Pincham was elected Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook
County. He served until 1984 and was then elected Justice of the lllinois Appellate
Court, where he set an unprecedented record of writing dissenting opinions
against racism and injustices in the legal system. Many of his dissents have now
been adopted as law. He was elected the first
African American President of the Northwestern

University School of Law Alumni Association.

R. Eugene Pincham was criticized after giving
a speech advocating the election of his

. Northwestern University Law School mate, Harold
Washington, to the office of Mayor of Chicago. The
llinois Supreme Court eventually conceded that
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elected public officials, including judges, have u constitutionally protacted right
guaranteed by the First Amendment (o the United States Constitution to free

political speech in political campaigns.

R. Eugene Pincham continued to expand the political reach of the under-
represented in Chicago by registering thousands of new voters when he ran
as a candidate for Cook County Board President, Mayor of Chicago and Cook
County State’s Attorney. He lectured and taught at Harvard, Notre Dame,
DePaul, Loyola, Arizona, Northwestern, Hawaii and many other law schools
and colleges. He defended wrongfully accused police officers, and those
wrongfully accused by the police. His sense of justice and fairness was

immutable.

R. Eugene Pincham was a lifetime member of the NAACP, the American
Civil Liberties Union, the Amistad Foundation Committee, the National
Association of Trial Attorneys, the Notre Dame University Legal Aid and
Defender Association, the Cook County Bar Association, the Center

for Justice, the National Urban League, the Northwestern University
School of Law Alumni Association and many other civic and community

organizations.
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In 1987, R. Eugene Pincham became an unashamedly Black and unapologetically

Christian member of Trinity United Church of Christ.

R. Eugene Pincham transitioned to join his beloved wife, Alzata and his ancestors
in God's Aimighty Kingdom on April 3,2008, leaving in legacy his children, Robert
“Scooter” Eugene, Jr, Andrea “Sandy” Michelle (Robert), and James "Jim" Frederick
Pincham; grandchildren, Evan Eugene Pincham and Christina Alexandria Pincham,

and numerous relatives, colleagues and friends.

Judge Pincham was a doer. He often proclaimed his duty to vote and encouraged
others to register and vote. Indeed, he last voted in the February 5, 2008 primary

election from his own hospital bed in a wheelchair.

In honor of R. Eugene Pincham, the Pincham family has provided voter registration
facilities outside this sacred place. Registering to vote is a free, simple three minute
process. If you are a citizen of the United States and will be at least eighteen years
old by November 4, 2008, you are eligible to register to vote. If you can't read, you
can register to vote. If you are a convicted felon, you can register to vote. The only
necessary identification is a driver’s license, state identification card or the last four
digits of your social security number to register to vote. If you are not registered to

vote, please do so today in honor of R. Eugene Pincham.

8 1. Eugone Pincheam
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Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Life Membership, October 19, 1972

Outstanding Judicial Leadership in Promoting Justice for All People, Human Resource Development
institute, Inc. (HRDI), April 12, 1985

Personal Commitment to Social Justice and Equality and Dedicated Service to the Community and
Youth, Beatrice Caffrey Youth Service, Inc, November 17, 1985

Achievement Award for Devotion and Contribution to the Field of Law, The Chicago Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fratemity, Inc., April 19, 1986

The Highest Achievement Award for Humanitarian Service, Tennessee State University, May 3, 1986
Floyd G. Sealy Award, National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE), June 30, 1988

Friend and Advisor of the Notre Dame Law School Legal Aid and Defender Association, Notre Dame Legal
Aid and Defender Association,

Hall of Fame, Cook County Bar Association, 1997
Honorable Jim R. Carrigan Fellow, The National Institute for Trial Advocacy, June 28, 1997

Nancy B. Jefferson Award for Distinguished Community Service: Atty. R. Eugene Pincham and Mrs.
Alzata Pincham, Midwest Community Council, October 24, 1998

Kappa Man of Distinction, Chicago Alumni Host of Province 2000, April 14, 2000

Distinguished Community Service, The Institute for Social Justice, Inc, April 16, 2000

Richard E. Westbrook Award, Cook Courity Bar Association, june 23, 2000

Lifetime Achievement Award, Trinity United Church of Christ Legal Counseling Ministry, 2001 Judges Day
John Quincy Adams Award/Amistad Freedom Award, Amistad America, August 1-1. 2003

Civil Rights Award, DuSable Museum of African American History, Chicago African American History
Makers, February 21, 2004

Celebration R. Eugene Pincham's Achievements, Athelstine Lodlge No. 71, Annual Masonic Banguet, March 19, 2005
Community Recognition Award, NAACP Freedom Fund, September 30, 2005

Outstanding Professionalism in the Adjudication of the Law, The Black Law Students Association of DePaul
B

University Colleae - :f Law, March 31, 2006
Earl Burrus Dickerson Award, Chicago Bar Association, April 4, 2006

The Elmer Gertz Award, lllincis State Bar Assodiation, Decemnber 11, 2007

In Appreciation of Your Love and Support, Trinity United Church of Christ Can-Cer-Vive Ministry, 2007
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Secrets from the 13th juror

By R. Eugene Pincham

ow to cross-examine? The basics are the same in every court-

room | have been in over the past 50 years. Well, first of all,
. you must recognize that law school and your law degree and
your law license have made a fool of you. You begin to think that
vou're the smartest person in the courtroom-—that's what your law

License and your law degree do to you. The problem is that jurors are

not lawyers,

Jurors do not have a law li-
cense. Jurors are lay people
ves——but they are also the smart
est people in the courtroom, in-
cluding the judge. I've been a

apout,

Jurors are in the box because
society has decided that these are
he people that we would rely
upon to dispense justice. We trust
them; trust their intelligence:
trust their integrity; and trust
their wisdom. I've learned that a
lawyer cannot outsmart them
vou can't do it. So perceive your-
self as being the 13th juror.

Don’t be so arrogant that you
we unwilling to eritique yourself.
In every case I've ever tried, I've
critiqued myself, What did I do
wrong? What did I do right? Don't
be so arrogant that you think that
you've done it all right. There has
never been a perfect cross-exami-
nation. It doesn’t exist.

1 have never walked into a
courtroom to try a case or to
oss-examine a witness without
fix ving my case at home with
my wife. She is not a lawyer and
has an abundance of good com-
mon sense. She was raised ona
farm on the East Tennessee
River—a country givl—and [ try
my case-—cross-examination,
direct examination-—all of it with
her: If I can’t convince her of the
fustice of my cause—I'm sleeping
with her every night—how am [
going to convince a jury which
doesn’t know me? Talk to your
niate, talk to the cabdriver, talk to
the doorman, talk to the clerk in
the store. Ask them: How does
this sound to you?

[ have my wife come to court
with me when I'm trying a case. [
know that these big-time lawyers
don't do that, but I ain’t that big-
time. She will critique me when
we recess, when we go out in the
hall. She doesn'’t tell me how
nuch she loves me because [
know that already. Instead, she
tells me how I am messing up.

Cross-examination is the erux
of every case. This is when jurors
really come to the front of their

seats. This is when they are being
entertained. This is when they
are looking to see what's getting
ready to happen. You must speak
loudly enough and clearly enough
for the jurors to hear you. I know
this sounds ridiculous, but I, in 51
years at the bar, have never seen
or heard of a juror raising his or
her hand and saying [ can’t hear.
And you know that in all that
time there had to have been some
jurors who didn’t hear what was
going on. They will not tell you
they can’t hear—they will just sit
back and say the hell with what
you're saying. And they certainly
can't decide to agree with you if
they can't hear you.

Don’t assume the jurors know
your case. That's an egregious
mistake that most lawyers make.
You have lived with your case for
two years, three years, four
years—you've got a file box as
high as the judge's bench. You've
been paid beautifully; you slept
with this case; you know your
case in and out, up and down,
over and under. But the jurors
don’t. You must assume that they
don’t know your case and you
must make sure—in your role as
the 13th juror-—that they come to
know the case as well as you
do.You must dominate. [ was a
running back in high school foot-
ball. I was good at it too. The
greatest asset of a running back
in football is the element of sur-
prise. What that taught me ap-
plied in life and in the courtroom:
when my opponent stops me or
makes an objection, [ am getting
at him and I'm doing what [ want
to be doing. So when you hear an
objection, don’t get scared and
run under the table. [ know when
I hear an objection, I got my oppo-
nent now. I'm hurting him. Why?
He's objecting. So continue to do
just what you're doing. You do it
respectfully. Do not allow an ob-
jection or the ruling on an ob-
jection to deter your examination.

The purpose of cross-examin
ing a witness is not to seek in-
formation. You are not seeking
information on cross-examina-

Tribune file photo by Chuck Berman

R. EUGENE PINCHAM:
1925-2008

R. Eugene Pincham, who died
Thursday, was a pioneering African
American lawyer and champion of
unpopular causes. His colorful
oratory, which drew on personal
history, made him a legend in Chi
cago courthouses. This is an ex
cerpt from "Your Witness: Lessons
on Cross-Examination and Life from
Great Chicago Trial Lawyers." The
book goes on sale Monday at
www.yourwitnessbook.com.

tion. You're giving information. -
It's the question that's important, -
not the answer: And you are the
person giving the information.
Your credibility is at stake. You
must be honorable and honest in
doing it.

One of the beauties of the pro-
fession that 1 take with me and I
tell every lawyer is this: The sys-
tem works because of lawyers. It
works because of advocacy. It
works because lawyers have
fought and struggled to change
injustices, to change the wrong to
right. That struggle is a continu
ing struggle. Lawyers have had
the courage to stand up and say
this isn’t right and we're going to
change it. I feel I've been privi-
leged, honored to go to law school.
The system is good. It's up to you
to make it better, to be an ad-
vocate, to stand up for that which
is right, change that which is
wrong, and make it work.
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The family of the Honorable R. Eugene Pincham, Retired Justice of the lllinois Appellate Court,
acknowledges with sincere gratitude the many expressions of love and sympathy extended to them
through your prayers, calls, cards, visits and presence with them during this Homegoing Celebration.
They will personally acknowledge your individual and specific acts of kindness at a later date.
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Tr|n|ty graduate R Eugene Plncham dies

project he started. We are dedi-
cated to finishing it.” %
Born in Chicago June 28, |
1925, Pincham came to Athens
with his mother and brother, af-
ter his parents’ divorce when he
was just 7 months old, accord-
ing to a biography that was
printed in a Trinity Reunion
commemorative program. He

By KAREN MIDDLETON
karen@athensnews-courier.com

One of Trinity High School’s
most distinguished graduates
and a driving force behind the
establishment of a Trinity muse-
um has died.

Former justice of the Appel-
late Court of Illinois R. Eugene
Pincham died Thursday at 82

' after a long battle with lung can- graduated from Trinity in 1941,
cer. : " aschool opened by missionaries
David Malone, who chairs ﬁ for the children of former slaves
| the Athens-Limestonc Commu- ~\ after the Civil War.
nity Association that is raising He returned to Chicago for a

R. Eugene Pincham
| time, working as a janitor in a

then after Dr. Lincoln died in hosp1tal basement, until en-

9000, he became the sole, the ! rolling in LeMoyne College in

main support,” said Malone. = Memphis. He admitted to being

“He pushed it all the way and ' expelled from LeMoyne for

got us where we are now. He poor grades, but said that set

supported it financially and all 'him on another path. He gradu-

other ways. ated from Tennessee State Uni-

“The - Athens-Limestone versity in Nashville, where he,

+ Community Association will ‘

push very hard to finish the

funds to renovate the old Trini-
|ty High School and surrounding
site into a museum, said Pin-
cham, along with the late -C.
Fric Lincoln, a distinguished
author, editor, educator and
clergyman for whom Lincoln-
Bridgeforth Park is named,
originated the idea.
“At first, he and C. Eric Lin-
coln supported the project, and

See Pincham, page 2A

PINCHAM

Continued from 1A

earned his B.S. degree in po-
litical science in 1947. In
- 1948, Pincham married his
college sweetheart, Alzata C.
Henry, and that same year
enrolled in Northwestern

University School of Law in |
Chicago, the only black in a.

class of 80.

He began practicing law in
1951 and in 1976 became a
Cook County, Ill., Circuit
Court judge. In 1984 he be-
came a justice of the Appel-
late Court of Ilinois in the
First District of Chicago.

According to Friday’s
Chicago Sun-Times, Pincham
also entered politics after he
stepped down from the
bench, running in 1990 for
Cook County Board of Com-
missioners president, in 1991
for mayor of Chicago because
- he thought someone should
challenge Richard Daley, and
for Cook County state attor-
ney in 1996.

Throughout his life he was
a civil and human rights ac-
tivist and described by in a

newscast over the CBS affili-
ate in Chicago Friday as hav-
ing, “A brilliant mind and
folksy ways,” that he, “fought
to fight legal wrongs,” and
that he “gave voice to the
voiceless.”

He was a member of the
American Civil Liberties
Union and a lifetime member
of the NAACP. He was pop-
ular lecturer in trial and ap-
pellate techniques and advo-
cacy. He received numerous
awards for his professional
and community service and
activism.

Alzata Pincham preceded
her husband in death three

. years ago. He is survived by

two sons, Robert, Eugene

Pincham Jr. and James Fred- |

erick Pincham; a daughter,

Andrea “Sandy” Pincham- |

Benton, and two gandchﬂ-
dren.

. Visitation will be at 10 a.m.
April 12 at the Trinity United
Church of Christ, 400 W.
95th St., Chicago. The funeral
service will begin at 11 am.
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