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By Charlotte Fulton
R News Courier Reporter

. ‘When 1~year-old Charles Fic
*4Linco™
doors ¢ [‘rinity School, no ne
could h..: guessed what heigts
‘the fnghtened barefoot child waild
reach in his life’s work. But his
+.early introduction to music, art d
-+‘literature, as wellasacademxcs yas
@hc beginning of a process hat
“'would mold the young man intcau-
thor, poet, scholar and theologia:.

“‘My first specific memory i. of
-the legendary Ann D. Mitchell my
-:second grade wacher,"‘ Linoln
Jecalls “It was in Miss Ann ).’s

voomthatlleamedtospell ad I |

“eventually became the best spller
at Trinity.

“Part’ of the ritual of seond
grade was to line up at 9 a.m.,nar-
"ch outside the building, and staid in
g row to brush our teeth. We zach
had a toothbrush and a little cclap-

s‘ble tin cup.

: ' ““My most abldmg memoryis the
_Voice of Miss Inez Higgins Fant.
: She had a voice that even as achild
“I loved to hear. We attended chapel
each mommg, and Miss Inez vould
‘vlead the sxngmg I can still hear her
fsmgmg, ‘0 nse, shine, for th: light
"1S a-comin’. My Lord says He’s
'comm by and by.’ That is th: most
movmg spmtual experience I've
had before or since.
“‘Miss Louise H. Allyn was the
rincipal at Trinity most of the time
3? was there. She was tall and stately,
with iron gray hair, steel blue eyes,

st walked through he -

| C Eri ncoln

‘“There were several thf}gs one
must always do, according to my
grandmother. One must always be
clean, one must always be man-
nerable, one must always be respec-
table, and one must always respect
others.

** ‘Respect others, and they will
respect you,’ she always said. ‘You

may be poor and ragged, but you’re
as good as anybody, and you’d
better act like it.’

‘“So we were the proudest po’
folks in Athens.

““My grandfather considered -

himself a farmer. He had three acres
and a sick or blind — I forget which

- —mule.”
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had before. It meant a chance to
make friends and meet personalities
I’d never met before.

“It was a great boon in the sens¢
that I learned about music, art,
poetry, and religion — to say
nothing of human relationships.

“I can’t imagine anything mean-
ingful in my life that didn’:
somehow have its roots in Tnmty,
and when Jay Wright came along,
that capped off what had been an
extraordinary experience. ,

“‘Jay Wright was young enough,
versatile enough and caring enough
to make an impact that only he
could have made at that time.

““My grandmother had given me
some reason to believe in myself,
but the things she said didn’t seem
real in the world in which we lived.

‘““When she told me I was as
good as anybody élse, it seemed

like whistling in the graveyard, but

when Jay Wright said to me, *‘You
have a good mind. Why don’t you
use it?’ things looked different. The
things my grandmothcr had always
sald began to sink in, take on

Wright and went down to
Burkhalter’s on Washington Street
by the bus depot. I bought a pair of
orange crepe-soled shoes with ab-
solutely square toes. I do not have
small feet, and people tell me I am
pigeon-toed.

‘I bought a pair of zoot-suit
pants, black corduroy with orange
squares. I bought a green shirt and a
black corduroy cap with orange
stripes. Somewhere I found a long
chain. It hung from my watch
pocket, looped at my knees and
came back to my pocket.

‘I went to the train station and
bought a one-way ticket to Chicago.
Then I went home to tell my
grandmother that I was leaving.

*‘She did the necessary praying
that night.

““Every night we were required
to gather in one room and kneel
down while she prayed. We could

- always tell when she was ready to

wind down, because she always
ended with this admonition, ‘God,
these are your children. You made

them black. Now you make thcm

beautiful.’

“That was 30 years before the

phrase ‘black is beautiful’ came
mto use.

‘“The next mormning my grand-
mother got up and fried a chicken
and baked a couple of sweet
potatoes and a chocolate cake with
half-inch icing on it. She packed
them in a shoebox.
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Next year, Lincoln plans to take a
year's leave of absence from his
position as Professor of Religion
and Culture at Duke University. He
will go to Clark University in
Worcester, Mass., as a visiting pro-
fessor, and he will begin research
on the prominent families — white
and black — of Athens for a book of
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ldon’t exist.’

historical fiction that will profile
Athens through its families.

He plans also to begin a work of
fiction that will be a continuation of
“/Clayton City.”

Lincoln and a colleague also
have plans to write a book on the
current impact of Islam in the

: Umted States.
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““Miss Louise H. Allyn was the
_principal at Trinity most of the time
pl was there. She was tall and stately,

woman, she visited Switzerland and
:3broke her hip skiing. After that, she
raalways walked with a cane, but boy,
#could she move with that cane!

% ‘‘She was a Congregational mis-
: ‘mnary who spent 30 years of her
ife in Athens as principal of Trinity
chool, and she was the first person
had ever known who was an effec-:
“ve professnonal reader.

f“She read great literature and
poetry — Browning, Shelley —
in a way no one else could

| 'f.k.'bly roplica. She bad an

_oferas. a
‘_:zmxeclanm ciass we got to listen
t; those, and I came to have a
dstinctive and hfelong love of
rﬁusnc

O'

“‘Ikmwalltheplotsofthe
eras and the movements of most
3 A the symphonies.

% Miss Allyn initiated this love of

isic, and Mary Lou Wright (wife
principal J.T. Wright, who suc-
Miss Allyn) refinedit.

3 sts Allyn had two methods of
ishment — and I should know!

would have you memorize

sgveral verses of scripture — or a
chapter if you were really

bpd.Andshehadasu'ap It was of
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Moving sptrimal experience Tve

_and chores at home, Lincoln and

 at the University of Illinois, taught

) me,

““When she told me 1 was as
good as anybody élse, it seemed
“like whistling in the graveyard, but
when Jay Wright said to me, “You

“So we were the proudest po’
-folks in Athens.

**My grandfather considered
himself a farmer. He had three acres

and a sick or blind — I forget which  use it?" things looked different. The
" — mule.’  things my grandmother had always
: . said be;
From age 9 to around 13, Lincoln credenceg 200 sk, take o
would get up each day at 4 a.m. and
walk into Athens to bottle milk at When Lincoln gragua[ed in 1941,

the Martin Dairy. Then he and Mr,
Martin ‘would climb into an old
Ford car and drive around town
making deliveries. After that task
was complete, Lincoln still faced a

Mason on a cross-country trip to

Yellowstone Park and other points
west. At the end of that sightseeing

full school day. excursion, Lincoln came back to
In what little free time there was Athens to make some life decnsmn_s.
 between school, his job at the dairy,  ywpen Wright found out that Lin-

coln planned to go to Rockford, TiI.,
to work in his uncle’s ‘automobile
laundry,” he planted the suggestion
that Lincoln stop by the University
of Chicago and check it out. That

three friends — Charles Mason,
James Baugh and Charles Tlsdale
— started an informal ‘‘poet’s
society'” to read and discuss their
own poetry.

As a side notc Lincoln told what
became of the members of that

would evmtually land him at Duke

T_’_._~, B Tl [P S 1}

MasoneamedanMA mEnghsh culture. ‘
Lincoln recounts his Athens
leave-taking:

“I borrowed $50 from Jay

English . at Florida, A&M in
Tallahassee, and had begun work
toward a doctorate when he died.

Baugh entered law school in
Missouri but changed to the study
of psychiatric social work at Atlanta
University. He is on the staff at:
MeHarry Medical  College in |
Nashville, andhest:ll writes poiry.

Charles Tisdale is editor and
publisher of e Jackson Advocate

in Jackson, Miss.
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‘It is impossible to adequately
descnbe what Trinity means to
says Lincoln. *‘It means
everything. Without Trinity I don’t
exist. ‘

“Going to school at Trinity
meant that I got a very good edu-

have a good mind. Why don’t you

the Wrights took him and Charles

seed took fruition, and Lincoln con-
tinued the academic career’ that

Umversaty in North Carohna, whene

inwuse

‘“The next morning my grand-
mother got up and fried a chicken
and baked a couple of sweet

‘potatoes and a chocolate cake with

half-inch icing on it. She packed
them in a shoebox.

“I gatheted up my litle Bible -

that I had gotten for reciting scrip-
ture for Miss Allyn, tucked the
shoebox under my arm, and picked
up my paper suitcase. .
*“That’s how [ left Athens.”’

EDITOR’S NOTE: After
graduation from Trinity at the age

“of 14, C. Eric Lincoln went on to

earn degrees from LeMoyne Col-
lege, Fisk University, the University
of Chicago and Boston U, ruversuy

He is the author of “My Face is
Black,”” ‘‘The Black Muslims in
America,”” ‘‘This Road Since
Freedom,”’ and ‘‘The Black Church
in the Aﬁtcan-Amencan Experi-
ence.’

Hls novel, "The Avenue, Ciayton

City'’ draws heavily on Lincoln’s -

Athens childhood and on visits to
small towns across the South as

business manager of the Birm- Hours: 16028, Jefferson St.
ingham Black Barons. Mon.-Fri. 9-5 232'6463 Athens, Al.

, |
meoln during Trinity school days * ‘
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« *“Miss Allyn had two methods of
p'ixmshment — and I should know!
She would have you miemorize
several verses of scripture — oOr a
whole chapter if you were really
bgd. And she had a strap. It was of
lgather, with two or three
titicknesses of a man’s belt, and it
had holes in it.

*‘She’d hit you only on the hand,

and we’d stand, palms upward, and
devise ways to move our hands just
sb to make it hurt less.”

meoln fondly recalls Clifton H.
Hyson, a black chemistry teacher
from Lake Charles, Louisiana. He
describes Dyson as a tall, hand-
sbme, impeccably dressed man with
4" beautiful baritone voice. In col-
lége, he had sung with the Fisk
Jubilee Singers.

+ Lincoln became Dyson’s protege,
and Dyson s well-to-do brother-in-
law in New York began to send his
used suits and coats to Lincoln.

. lee most of the students who at-
tended Trinity in those early years,
Ldncoln came from an impov-
eglshed background

ﬁ“l knew what it was like to be
hiingry,” he says, ‘“‘and more par-
tiéularly, to need clothes. Unless I
was able to get someone’s casf-offs,
I3vas always patched and ragged —
biit always clean. My grandmother
(Mattie Lincoln) made a fetish of

liness.

| letﬁens News
Couner Today J
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describe what Trinity means to
me,”” says Lincoln. “‘It means
everything. Without Trinity I don’t
exist.

“Going to school at Trinity
meant that I got a very good edu-
cation —probably better than I
would have gotten anywhere else,
but it also meant that I gained in-
sight into the world that I'd never

ST1oP SMOKING

In One Night - No withdrawal
Weight Gain or Anx:ety |

Make it easy on yourself in becoming
a nonsmoker. Save your health, money. |\
and self-esteem. This national program
is exceptionally successful! Thousands
of smokers like you have quit smoking
easily and comfortably with Group
~ Hypnosis. You have nothing to lose - less
than the cost of a month's supply of
cigarettes, you have everything to gain!

" You will be alert, aware, yet relaxed- you
B will enjoy yourself! Weight loss or
maintenance suggestions will be

M.Th., Ph.D.

put it off any longer, Act NOW! Author, Counselor

Date: Thursd ay, March 19
Weight Loss 6:00-8:00 p.m. Stop Smoking 8:00-10 p.m.
register at door 15 minutes prior to program

. Fee Is $39 each program - Cash or Checks Welcome
Location: Days Inn
1-65 at Hwy 72 E

Lose WEIGHT

without Dieting! Diets work temporarily, but you need a Lasting
Solution without losing and gaining back! Take contral of your eating
habits and lose weight naturally with hypnosis. You can be the size
land shape you want! Remove the cause of overeating and you will
eat correctly as you return to your ideal size and shape.

*It's fantastic! ! lost 45 pounds in 5 months. | just don't think

about food and | look and feel great! ” Kim Johnson - Memphis
Bring your friends - - Dress comfortably/ bring a piliow or cushion if you wish! .
Presented as a Public Service by innerWealthinstitute, Memphis, TN (901) 366-5054.

and Save Share with

Grant Houser

included! You owe it to yourself - Don't (ABD) Hypnotherapist,

Nas never been
this affordable.
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$494.00 per month

Very seldom will you find this much

-sophistication for this kind of money,
unless it’s a new 1992 Lincoln Continental

and a Red Carpet Lease through Ford

Credit at Dan Wachtel Ford-Lincoln-Mercury.
Lease is based on a $494.00 lease pay-

ment for 36 months. First month’s lease
payment, $250.00 down
payment, and $500.00
refundable security de-
posit totalling $1,244.00
are due at signing.
Monthly payments total

Viohicle Loasing Hlan

FORD CREDIT GETS YOU GOING
Dan Wachtel

$17,784.00 . Lessee responsible for exces:
wear and tear-and $0.11 per mile charge fir
mileage over 45,000 miles. Lessee may
have the option, but is not obligated, to tuy
at lease end at price negotiated with dezier
at lease signing. Lease payment includes
destination, title and license fee; excludes
sales or use tax. Lease subject to credi
approval and insurance as determlned Jy

Ford Credit.
See Dan Wachtel F or d
Credit

Ford-Lincoln-Mercury
,for all the details
'and "ask about Ford Credit.

MERCURY

Ford-Lincoln-Mercury

Hwy. 72, Athens, Am
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232-4242
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