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TOPICS OT' TlHtr D/4Y
The South Split Over the Scottsbono Verdict

ATE PICKED HIIyI OIrIr a freight-train, this black boy
of nineteen, to lift him from dreariest obscurity to the
dizzy height of "a worid issue."

On that pinn:r,cle, he puffed a cigaret while waiting for the
jury to ieport, and did not move a muscle when it condemned him
to death.

l'ocus of a case that ha,s aroused t'he nation, he remained so

obscure at his own trial that, wlen the jury filed in, ire was not
even required to stand
to hear the verdict.

Storms of emotion
swirled around Hay-
wood Pattcrson in the
yellow-brick court-
house in the littlc town
of Decatur, Alabama,
for this was a revival of
the famous Scottsboro
case.

There were mutter-
ings about a s.'holesale

l5'nching. National
guardsmen with fixt
ba5'onets patrolled the
court-house. Others
guarded defense coun-
sel after court hours.
But to all this the
blue-black, overailed
Patterson appeared
oblivions.

Accused of beitg one
of nine ;-oung Negrocs u.ho allegedl.l had crirninalll- attacked two
white girl "hoboes" on a freight-train in 19i31, l'a,tterson came
up before the Decatur jur-1', on a changc of r-errue, afier the
United States Supreme Clourt had set aside the Scotisboro
convictions because the defendants'lvere not adequately repre-
sentcd. But anritl all the excit,ement, inside and outside the
court-room he appeared unmor.ed.

T)
J["arrnnson's hopes rose rvhen he ]reard the slender, da,rk-haired,
gray-eyed Ruby Batcs repudiate her previous testimony, and
deciare that tire case was a frame-up.

His hopes fell rvhen the otirer, Victoria Price, repea,ted, fiercely
and birterly, the story that condemned hirn to the electric chair.

He heard the tall, gaunt, kindly-faced Judge James E. Horton
refer in the midst of th.e trial to reports that a mob w:rs planning
to Lynch thc prisoners, and his threai that guardsmen rvould
"shoot to kill."

He heard the dark, heavy, florid \\rade W.right, Circuit Solici-
tor of Morgan County, ma,ke wirat l'. Raymond DanieII, corre-

"The Motion ls Denied"
Judge Horton, who presided at the Decatur trial, and Samuel S. Leibowitz, who

fought in vain to save the young Negro from the death sentence.

spondent of the New York Times, callcd " a frank appeal to local
pride, sectionalisrn, race hatred, and bigotry" in his address to
the jury. As Mr. Daniell tetls it-

"'Shorv them,' Mr. W-right, said-pointing at the counsel table
at rvhich rvere seatcd Samuel S. Leibos'ilz of Nerv york, chief
defense counsel, and Joseph l3rodskl', counsel for the Interna-
tiona,l Labor Defense, a Communist afliliate 'shor. them that
Alabama justice can not be bought and sold rvith Jew monev

from Nerv York."'

And perhaps Patter-
son, if he can read, saw
the scorching state-
ment rvhich lfr. Lcibo-
rritz issued after the
verdict:

" This is a black
pagc in the history of
America,n civiliza,tion.
,\n occasion whero once
rnore tl'clve citizens of
,.\labama. slvayed by
bigotrl. and prcjudice
antl harkening to 1,he
r "lps oI a hotnbast ic
Ku Iilux rvho hurled
tnud at thc Jerv and the
people oi the groat
State of Nerv York to
sympathetic cars in the
court-room crorvded
witli lantern-jar.ed
morons antl lynchers,
brought in a vertlict
tha,t is a mockerv of
justice. "

eclioed in the press of the
Negro problem" violently

Tire bitterness of that s-iatcment is

South as editors l'n States s'ith "a
debate the verdict.
I!\Y7

W p sliall flght with everl. drop of blood in our veins, " de-
clared Xtfr. Leiborvitz, prornising to ca,rry the case aga,in to tite
Supreme Court. Altho praising Judge Florton as "one of the
finest jurists I have ever rnet, " he indicated that tire appeal
would be based on points on which he liad been overruied-
Mr. Wright,'s address to the jury and the fact that no Negroes
ucre alloued 1o snrvo as jurors.

Meanwhile the Sta,te mo\red to try the other defendants as

Negroes in New York and other cities began preparations for a
march on Washington to protest to President Roosevelt.

Out for twenty-two hours, the jury agreed unanimously on a
verdict of guilty on the firsi ballot, we rea,d, and fixt the death
penalty on the third. They accepted the testimony of Victoria
Price that she had been attacked b}' the Negroes on a freight-
train running between Chattanooga and X{emphis, Tennessee.
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from the defense of the Negroes
"upon the condition that lovers of
justice in the South will secure tho
ablest Southern counsel, lawyers of
the greatest eminence in the South,
to go to Alabama and conduct tho
defense."

fr Chattanooga, the city which
Ruby Bates and Victoria Price visited
shortly before the alleged assault,
The News blames both prosecution
and defense for inflaming local feeling.
Then-

trial.

Leibowitz.

r@

Prosecutors of the Scottsboyo 6s5g5-Lsft.to right.: Tholgg ! Knight, Jr., Alabama Attorney^_ ,,The Scottsboro case was a battloCeneral; Solicitor H. C. Baitey, of Scottsboro,"Solicitoi *.a1 WrEf-.,i,'"iLu;;o;; A.;l;i;.i 'At-torney-cenerar. 
rt was Wade Wright -no -ui""'?li'' ti?,X 

t+]i of prejutlices. r"d;;J, it hu, bu"o-"
"Alabama justice can not be boughi anJ-sotd *itn J"',u'-o";;i..;; NJ'V";k:jr 

rrrar 
;l:i,f,#li||T"#t":i'""ltr:ji"lX:

Thev rejected the story of Ruby Bates who made a dramatic human lives on th" st"nogtfforirr""tlrrtl'"i*o1"tffifrt3itr 
tuttittg

entrance into the court-room, after a rnysterious absence, to
recant her previous testimony. She liad been in New York, sh" lEot the other side is equally yeSement in defending the verdict.said, and had been persuaded by the Rev. Harry Emerson First let us hear fron the Tuscaloosa Nerus, in tlie State wheretr'osdick to return and the trialwasheld:tell the truth.

"r told it just Jike -ff re{.* "Regardless of tho
victoria did," she saicl -ffi llvjlssranistandplavof defense attornev Lei-on the stand, "because ffi .,,iil, borvitz and the hub-she said we might ----_--u?,fff re "W$$ltijrLiiii bub raised by com-
lravetostayinjailifffi.-+.ffi$'.{:tiii1:jrrrrinisticorganizations
we did not frame up a .iiry ,, * ,"#.ti*\ii*tliirii1 .,. of the East' we in Ala-
storv arter crossing " ffi $Tffi*i',1;"lt3i 1TStatelinewithmen.,''ffl.lj':l:+i....|'.;"ii];,tu],uoanoo".t

Tu'o,*n names high F;iillili'li$l$i ffi ""'- ilii li+i"" iintimidation, 
<re-

in the southern press ffiiiritiii$$.::l fi r nunciation,.threat, nor
as the verdict is de- \:ffiiiiffittutliri il ,i.;.',.. T,ol"v can influence an

bated.Someeditor"\.iffiffiWl:...m'...].*]:*r::"x'.?.11',}"oaway from its duty."
denounce it as a rank
injustice. otrrers t.,.n &''".T ffi'ii re .*ffi"i.tt .#'' "Alaba'ma gave this

theirgunsont]re.,out-\ffiW..'..$mana.fair-trial,,'as.
side,,lawyersandt]re*rc+ji.ij:iiljrffi;sertstheMontgomeryInternationalLabor+..I.ffifff,'':.,$'1#,l;',T};::#;
Defense.

"The men are being They Told Stories That Clashed
sentenced to death pri- h , . 

- -. .'- in
mar'v because thev I:?"5;'.:', l/,?lR.I,i'oli,?'j:T?,1;l;"Jl",xi'fi:11?i"i::, ffir:1i.f?: l:: .ffi ##:;":T,;il
are black," declares original testimony, and was'believed by the iriv. 

- -'- 
the law and tho evi*the Richmond dence"' says a r{issis-

Leader, which fnds that "the second trial confirmed all the sus- sippi paper, the Jackson .l[a.os, and the New Orleans ltem.-
picions aroused by the frst hearing." Tribune finds that the trial, ',quite regardless of what any onoIn the same city, The Times-Dispatclr asserts that "the appar- may think of the verdiet, still puts the public justice of Ala-
ent lack of fairness in trying these seven hapless Negroes is bama in a better position before the rest of the world on
deplored by the vast majority of Southerners. " that matter than it previously occupied. "

"An outrageous verdict," says the
Raleigh News and Obseruer, published
by Josephus Daniels, newly ap-
pointed Ambassador to Mexico.
"Southerners," it says in another
editorial, "have a deeper interest
in the case than people elsewhere,
since all Southern justice in the eyes
of the world will be discredited by
the shocking verdict in Decatur."

To eliminate "one of the most
complex emotional tangles in the
history of American criminal trials,"
this paper suggests that the fnter-

They Won the Conviction That Has Caused a Storm


