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Mr. B. H. Walker,
Athens, Ala.

Dear M¥r. Walker:

‘We beg of you to wire or srite your Congressman and
Senators in Washzngtan. t0 support the CARTWRIGHT BILL (H.R, 8781 .
calling for $400,000,000 for highway construction and to support
any measure for additional federal funds for PWA work,

: At this time, the only money received in Alabams,
from the PNA funds has besen for highwey construction, and this
money has not only contributed in helping those men who were
unemployed ‘but has given dollar value in tha form of roads.

Only in a fow cases will our laws in Alabama per-

' mlt local political subdivisions te borrow from the PNA for the

80 called self-liguidating projects and unless a substantial
road program i3 passed, then Alebams will be without federal
funds for construction work of any nature,

We believe Congress is going to pass some form of
& bill for construction, this bill may be known under most any
name or it may be in the form of a DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION
BILL, but regardless of it’s name, we are asking you to write
your Representatives in Congress to support any meesure for
road and PWA construction, and to see that an amount equel to
$400 000,000 is "ear-marked" for highways, as well as other
amounts for PEA construction,

It you feel a road program in Alabama. bhas, in a
measura, helped your community, won't you give this CARTWRIGHT
BILL consideration in your paper, like the two editorials at-
tached hereto, and will you write your Congressman to support
thls bill? OQur time is short and we need your help.

We would like to have you send us a copy of your
letter to your Congressran and Senators and also a clipping of
any commsnts you may give this bill in your paper. Our delsga.-
tion is going to Washington to support a road program and fundg
for PRA construction and your comments and copy of letter will
be placed before those who have the power to act. '

We are attaching some FACTS that will prove of
1nterest and if we may supply further information, please
write us in care of above Association, Box 469, Birmingham,

Yours very truly,



EDITORIAL IN BIRMINGHAM AGE-HERALD, TUESDAY, APRIL 24th, 1934

CARTWRINHT BILL

Congress has before it ths Cartwright bill appropriating
$400,000,000 for Dighway construction end $50,000,000 o public
parks. The measure doss not include any matching obligatibn on the
part of the states. 7Tt merely providss for the allocation of funds,
upon thetheory thsat it fits into tne administrationis recovery yro-
gram for increasing employment and setting things going towsrd s
normal economic status.

Oppésition to this proposal has come from some of the
President's advisers. Sscretaries Tekes and Perkins and Administrator
Hopkins have nov*thought well of it. One would have imaginsd that the
first named, realizing that but for the people put te work on build-
ing roads, the P94 would have very l1little to show on the score of em=-
plpyment, would be strong Tor a rew highway program. But he obviously
feels that the Cartwright proposition is not sc attractive a way of
spending money as scme other scheme neasrer to his heart's desire.

As for Miss Perkins sndg IFn. Zopking, they are thought to be not so
daft about public woris in general. '
Alabamians are permitted to differ with them on this score,
at least so far as federal sponding on roads is concorned. This State
has received precious 1itils nf the PTA funds which Np. Leckes hias been
distributing. And it tg likely to be ttterly out in the cold unless
it can receive it's share of highway expenditures such as Mr. Cart-
wright is urging.

Alabama is interssted not mersly on this account, Bbut because
it's cement, steel, asphalt and tar industries would bs crucially
hard hit by a cessation of government highway building, which is the
very thing to be feared if the Cartwright bill is not enacted. Very
clearly, action on this measure may determine whether Alabama is to
pull out of the slough of despond sas other states will be doing.

Congressman Almon, of Alabama, is asredited with having per-
suaded President Roosevelt last year to throw admini strastion suppors
behind a highway bill. He and ifr. Pou, of Worth Carolina, are gaid
to have taken the decisive word to the White Houses If the President,
who seems to be hesitant forp another time, is to be brought around
to approval of the project, he will have to hear from Southern dele-
gations in Congress.

One gathers that just here ths representatives and senators
from Alabama should g0 into action. Too much is invelved for this
commonwealth not to elicit from its spokesmen in Washington the most
earnest and positive endorsement of the Cartwright bill. They should
go down the line for it.

EDITORTAL IN ANNISTON STAR, THURSDAY, APRIL B6th, 1934
ALABAMIANS INTERESTED IN THE CARWRIGHT BILL

Since Alabama has received littile in the way of Public Works
Administration funds and most of the epplications now pending are
tied up by legalobstacles which perhaps cannot be removed except by a
speclal session of the legislature, all citizens of the State should
be vitally interested in the Cartwright btill now before Congress.

This measure provides for an apprcpriation of %400,000,000 for high-
way construction andg $50,000,000 for puolic parks and there ares no
strings attached to the money. In other words there would be no
obligation on the part of the State to match any funds aliocated %o
them and that disposes of one difficulty thet Alabama has not been
able to overcome in all instances in the past when Federsl hi ghway
money was available, having lost large sums throush failure of the
State authorities to provide the mesans of putting up the Statets part.

Alabama's highway System 1s far from complete ard “this would
seem to be our only chance of getting Federal aid just now. And in
addition to the importance of continuing the road construciion pro-
gram and the effects it would have in helping to provida employment,

- the industrial plants making materials For highway building stand to
gain large volumes of business much of the prof it frem which would be
Passed on to their employes.

On thing most needed Just now to help along th e recovery move-
ment is stimulus to capital good industries and an extensive hign-
way building program will g0 a good way toward providing that =timuius -
Anniston industries would share in the benefiits Just as they have
been profiting from the highway work that has been cone in the last
few years. Moreover, in view of the fact thet Alabama sesma sbout
to lose out on PWA funds, it appears that our nain nope of cbhaining
any large amount of government money just now lies in the Cartwright
bill. Therefore, we agree with The Birmingham- Age~Herald in its

~
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statement that the Congressional delegations 6f Alabama and other
southern states should go down the line for this measure and help to
bring this Federal money to our section.

Highway construction has been found to be one of the best ways
Lo spend government funds set aside for the relief of unemployment,
for out of the money used in this way, all except a small percentage,
statistics gathered by experts show, goes for the payment of labor.
Some fiéures compiled recently by T. He. MacDonald, chicf of the
United »tates Burcau of Public Roads, for instance, reveal that from
every $1,000 paid out for concrste highways, labor receives $210.00
leaving only $90.00 to be expended for other costs. This, of course,
tnecludes employes - in plants manufacturing materials, railway men and
others who share indirectly in the money used for the payment of wages.

The Washington Herald estimated recently that the Federal high-
way system of the country is only about half completed, despite im-
pressions to the contrary, and stated that, therefore, we need to
invest as much maney in the next few years as weo have spent thus far
in beginning the raed building program. Regarding the importance of
keeping this work going at the prcesent time, The Herald declares that
in these days of "blithoesome appropriations rumning into the thousands
of millions for fpublic works!, some of which are of very dublous
valug, it is beyond comprchension that the hi ghways of the nation
should be so relatively disregarded.”" 4nd this is only a small matter
compared with the unpaved highways that should be hard-surfaced as
s00n as possible to- save mohey for the state in maintenance costs and
for motorists who wear out their cars driving over rough roads.

The appropriations in the Cartwright bill are in accord with
the administration program for recovery and for increasing employ-
ment and it is to be hoped that Mr. Rooscvelt can be persuaded to give
it his support. ' .
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FACTS ON HIGHTAY & PYA LEGISLATION

Although the foderal éﬁergancy hignway funds amounted to only
12% of tho total PYA allotment, it accounted for 47% of the
dircet omployment in March.

Duc to the spcoed all highway departments placed their program
underway, this portion of the federal emergency program has
accounted for a large percentage of the total FWA cmpleoyment
from the begicning. Foderal highway construetion furnished
1004 of the total PWA cmployment in August; 100% io Septomber;
80% in Cetobor; 60% in Wovembor; 57% in Docember; 54% in
January; 53% in Februsry and 47% in March.

Alsbama has on filc with the PWA engincer in Montgomory, 194
projeets totaling $38,896,620.C0 but very fow of thesc project
will be approved, due to inability of our laws to mect the
requirements of the foderal governmont, unless a spceial soession
of the legislature is called © oneet new laws.

The Cartwright Bill {H.R.8%81) which provides $400,000,000 for
highway construction gencrally, and $50,000,000 for national
forests, parks and ectc., was Ffavorably rcported by the House
Roads Committec on March 2lst and it is now awaiting a special
rule by the Rules Committcee (William B. Banknicad, {Dom.)
Alabama, Chairman) to allow if to comc before the Housc for a
votec.

Un the basis of Administration suggestions therc is a pos sibility
of introduction of a "Deficicency Appropriation Bilil™ which would
be referrcd to the Housc Appropristions Committoe {William B.
Oliver, (Dem.) Alabama,-ranking membor). This Defieciocney Bill
would undoubtodly eall for additional sppropriations for publie
works, ard 1f the legislation takes this turn, we hope our
Congressmen and Senators will insist that the commititos "ear-
mrrk™ the sum of $400,000,000 and $50,000,000 for highway
constructi on.

Unless the Cartwright Bill is granted a spoeial rule that will
give it the "right-of-way" to come t a vote, the Deficicncy
Appropriation Bill will bc the logical onc to profide foderal
funds for highway construction. '

Therc is also a movement in both Houscs to place a ridoer on any
highway blil to profide that all statecs adopting fuTthor prac-
tices to divert gasoline tax and motor licensc revenue from bigh-
ways shall precludc themsclvss from the right to share in fedoral
funds for highways « or that federal funds appropriated for
highways may be donied to thosse states that divert thoir highway
revenuces to other purposes and allows their roads to go to wreek
and ruin. Some members arc asking, "why should states divert
state road monoy to other uscs and then cxpoet to receive federal
road funds?"

The present highway program in Alabama will be advertised and
awarded by June 1st end after that time, unless the fedeoral
government appropriates funds for a road program, the 22,000 men
now cmployed in Alabama dircctly and indirestly upon highways
will be thrown out of work and back to where they werc a year
agoe

Alabama had $11,524,133,00 to spend in this present program out
of which $7,644,471.82 has becn placed to contract and there
still remains $3,879,661.18 to be spent and that will be asccom-
plished by June lst.

The above are only a few of the facts, why anothor road program
will help Alabama at this time. --- Our laws will not allow ug

. to borrow from the PWA for waterworks, sewers and etc. --- If we

don't get aenother road program, then what will Alabams get?

-- We have to pay taxes for others who share moro than wo do,

so why not ask for something that will give us value for dollars
spents

Alabama Road Builders Association



