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HE country has been fe{ with the Scottsboro case
for several months. To recite the facts is but to
insult intelligence; everybody knows the facts. The
recent trial brings the whole case anew trefore the

.American public. In spite of ourselves, we find it impossible
to dismiss the case as its stands. Everybody feels that some-
thing should be done to close the chapter satisfaotorily and
definitely.

fn our opinion, the case has re4ched tho stage of ex-
aggeration. Everything has'been exaggerated. There has
been too much publicity; too much sectional recrimination;
tbo much racial emphasis; and too much personal feeling.

At this very moment the country is confronteil with, a
new phase of the case. One of the attorneys for the defense,
Mr. Leibowitz. a,fter leavins the South where he conducted
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On the other hand, the defense went into the case with I

a determination to bring Alabama to its knees. Sectionat 
I



kerettr {tnd rtlthqr Aou uould, not ttsk how they can do 4t."

Mr. Leibowitz is supposed to have made this statement in
answer: to the query-of someone as to how the jury could
convict Heywood Patterson after hearing one of the white
girls doclare that the boys did not make the attacks as
charged in the indictment. We do not know whether Mr.
Leibowitz made the statement above quoted., but we say, if
ho did, he has disqualified himself, absolutely, and should
not attempt to go back to Alabama to participate in any
of the other trials. Whether Mr. Leibowitz made this state-
ment or not, it appears that Judge Horton, when informed
of the staternent by Mr. Leibowitz, decided to continue the
other cases indeflnitely, and he is quoted as saying that "no
court, regardful of its duty, could, under such baneful in-
fluences, permit the trial of this case to proceed at the pres-
ent time." Juilge Horton very properly continued the case
because ho feels that the public mind of Alabama is so stirred

- over the alleged statement of Mr. Leibowitz that any jury
'from any section of the State woukl convict the rest of the
defendants.in order to repudiate Mr. Leibowitz.

On the other hand, the prosecuting counsel, Mr. Knight,
should gracefully withdraw. He should do this to allow the

,,64pe to be restored to normalcy. It is saiil that his personal
i"ftirtfling in the case is born of a desire to vindicate the opinion
a*rltten in the case by his own father, which opinion was
of-svbrsed by the Supreme Court of the Uniteil Stafes. There
fffiqtso rumor that Mr. Knight desires to seek the governor-
rrship of the State of Alabama, and is manufacturing for him-
+tsd'lf campaign material on which to ride into office. ff this
l$ff'true, Mr. Knight has disqualified himself and he should
, ff fl+cef ully with dr-aw.
,:6cdi We believe sincerely that the I. L. D., known as a wing
tQf tne Communist pariy, should gracefully withdraw. W'e
ffibtieve that the N. h. d. C. p., in-withdrafuing from actual
+participation in the defense, made its biggest contribution
vtto the possible acquittal of the boys.

:;i When we say withdraw from the case, we mean with-
b,draw from the actual participation in the defense. There
bare any number of lawyers in this country, North and South,
who could go to Decatur or any other Alabama tovrn and
eonduct a prosecution and a d.efense absolutely within the
law and rul:s of court, without inflaming publii sentiment;
without insulting the judge or the ;ury, and, at the same
time, without sacrificing a single legal right to which the
defendants are entitled. Such lawyers can be found and
employed, anrl if the I. L. D. is interested in the boys or
interested in securing justico for all men in all courts, it
ought to help raise money to hire such lawyers as could and
would go into the case with less feeling, Iess glamor and
bombast, and secure for the boys a fair trial in the courts.
All other agencies interested in the Scottsboro case ought
to ?ssist in raising funds to defray the necessary and nor-
mal expense of securing a fair trial for those boys.

The agencies at work on both sides of the case have
lost sight of the boys. The prosecution is mad because the
I. L. D. and its agents long ago sent telegrams to the judges
and the governor, attempting to intimidate them, browbeat
them and threaten them. These telegrams and their content
are known to all the people of Alabama. Ihey resented them
when they were sent and they resent them to this very day.
Ihe case was not lost at llecatur. The Saottsboro case was
lost when those intimidating telegrams were sent to AIa-
bama. The case will remain lost until some agency takes
holtl of the case and erases from the minds of the Alabama
citizens the resentment and angor irnplanted by the intimi-
dating telegrams of the I. L. D. The prosecutibn went into
courts.to defend what it considered the traditions of Ala-
bama; thc pritle of Alabarna, the insults to Alabama intelli-
gence, and not to prosecrrte nine Negrces. The phraseoloqy
and insinuations of the prosecuting attorney at'fhe trial aib
proof that he'had in rningsectional traditions, and he em-
phasle{ thery both by word and gesture. &nd the only thing
ho asked for in support of Alabama traditions was tho liveE
of those nlne Negtoes. Ihe m&n was actually ma&

uerense arrer f,ne case was closed" lt mr. Leibowitz has been
properly quoted, it seems to us that his remarks were made
deliberately for the purpose of making his return to efa-
bama for the other cases impossible. He either employs a
lgse t9 get out of the case oi, by his words, he esta'bli"shes
himself a bigot.

As the case now stands, it represents an array of sec-
tion aga.inst section, race against iace, exploitatiori against
exploitation. Before,the boys can hope foi a fair triai, the
caso must be reduced_to normalcy; the parties interestetl in
the prosecution should be substitrited bybthers whose minds
a1e less inflamed. The agencies exploitiirg the defense should
withdraw and permit & sano and calmlounsel to take its
place at t_he table. The judge was more than fair, and we
venture tho assertion that it would be the triumfh of hisjudicial-career to see those cases disposed of in iris St"te,
and in his court in a way satisfactory to the fair-minded
peopJe oj.America. Until the picture is ehanged, until the
p_arties interested are substituted by others l-esj infla,med.
the Scottsboro case rnay go on ad irinnitum.

THE ]O.HOUR WORK WEEK

HE 30-hour work week bill, which has.iust met with
the approval of the United States Slnate, is an-
other of the Roosevelt Administration's progressive
pieces of legislation. When it becomes a taw it witt

prove effective in repairing some of the damages wrought
to society by the breakdown of our system'of production
and consumption.

The cause of the present slump, as of all previous ones,
is over-production: that is to say, the production of more
goods than the consumers can purchase with the money in
circulation. By curtailing production with the shorter wqrk
week, less goods will be produced in a week's time or more
people will have to be put to work to prod.uce the same
amount of goods now finished for sale in tfiat period.

If there could be some way of keeping wages at the
present level or raising them at the same fime the ivork week
is shortened, a long step would be taken in the direction of
recove,ry. This the Administration undoubtedly has in mind
in pushing the minimum wage bill which is now under con-
sideration. Such measures will, to be sure, somewhat re-
duce proflts, bu_t they will go a l6ng way toward re*vi"i i"-
dustry 3nd making more jobs. And, after all, that is the
most important consideration, for unless industry and com-
fercg are r.evived,.there will be neither profits "nor 

wages.
One lesson that this depression has hamrirered home isihe
absolute interdependene6 of all classes in our society.

VIGILANT LEGISLATORS

Y having vigilantI having vigilant legislators fighting in their inter-
est Negroes can often make more concreto gainsgarns
than they can by loose talk and wilil denunciati6n of
the powers-that-be. The only forces Negroes canthe powers-that-be. The only forces Negroes can

use effectively and without devastating reprisal- are per-
suasive force and political force. Economic boycotts are
effective to a certain extent, but they are dangerous weapons
to use.

Two recent examples of vigilance of our legislators were
the successful.effort of Congressman Oscar DePriest to at-
tach.a "ri.derl'_t_o the forestry bill guaranteeing fair and equal
treatment of Negro workers, and the passage by tho New
Vork State legislature of the bill of Assembl5man-J. Edward
Stepiens prohitriting discrimination by public utility com-
panies of the State on account of race or color.

_ Directly as a,result of these two pieces of legislation,
Negroes wiII get hundreds and thousands of jobs they would
not have otherwise obtained. This is someUiing for-colored
xeters to rememben
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